
THE BOOK OF DANIEL 

Date: The sixth century B.C. 

Historical setting: Nabopolassar, who is called Nebuchad
nezzar I., was now old and infirmed. He had given a part of his 
army to his son Nebuchadnezzar, who had defeated Pharaoh-Necho and 
the Egyptian host at Carchemish on the Euphrates. The victorious 
prince marched directly to Jerusalem, which was then under the 
sovereignty of Egypt. After a seige Jehoiakim surrendered and was 
again placed on the throne by the Babylonian prince. Nebuchad
nezzar took part of the furniture of the temple as booty and car
ried it back with him to Babylon. Also he carried back with him 
several young men of royal or noble descent. Daniel and his friends 
were among these. 

Author: Daniel, the prophetic stateman (Ch. 12:4). The first 
person is used with his name (Chs. 7:2~15,28; 8:1,15,27; 9:2,22; 
10:2,7,11-12; 12:5). His historicity is confirmed by Ezekiel (Chs. 
14:14,20; 28:3) and Jesus Christ (Matt. 24:15; Mark 13:14). He was 
of royal blood (1:3). Josephus says that Daniel and his three 
friends were all kinsmen of King Zedekiah. 

Signification of the prophet's name: "Daniel" means either 
"God is my Judge," or "God is Judge." "Dan" means "to judge" and 
"el" means "God". This name is meaningful in the light of the Book 
of Daniel. God judges Israel and the nations as seen in Judah and 
Babylon. God judges individuals as seen in Nebuchadnezzar and Bel
shazzar. God will judge the world one coming day as predicted in 
Daniel's vision in chapter 7. 

Daniel in the critic's den: Porphyry in the third century was 
the first critic. He was a pagan, neo-Platonist who claimed it was 
written in the second century B.C., instead of the sixth. The church 
fathers rejected this idea and nothing more is heard for a long time. 

The genuineness of the Book was questioned again by hig~er 
criticism in the 17th century. Modern critical scholarship denies 
Daniel's authorship of this book. They believe that an unknown pen
man wrote it about 165 B.C. for the purpose of encouraging dis._ ,-, 
heartened Jews who had recently suffered under Antiochus Epiphanes. 

These critics are wrong! First, the Book was written and pre
served by Daniel (12:4). To write any book under the name of another, 
and to give it out to be his, is a forgery, dishonest in itself, and 
destructive of all trustworthiness. It would make the whole Book 
one big lie in the Name of God. There was no pesudo-Daniel. Second, 
the Book is in the Septuagint version of the Old Testament that was 
completed in B.C. 285. Third, Josephus, the Jewish historian, dates 
it about 573. Fourth, manuscript fragments of the Book have been 
found in Cave I and Cave~_IV of:-wadi Qumra1;1, and- these' date to· -the 
second century B.C. This makes the date of 165 B.C. most unlikely. 
Fifth, the writer shows remarkable knowledge of Babylonian and early 
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Persian history, such as would be true of a contemporary like 
Daniel. 

Importance: Daniel is one of the most important prophetical 
books in the Old Testament, giving the total view of world history 
from Babylon to the second coming of Christ to earth. It contains 
the record of the life and prophetic revelation given him from about 
605 B.C. to 530 B.C. 

Purpose: (1) To encourage a people without a nation that God 
would restore it; (2) To give the key to the understanding of the 
Olivet Discourse and the Book of Revelation; (3) To present chal
lenging illustrations of what true dedication to God means, and to 
show what God is willing to do through and for those who are com
mitted to Him; (4) To show God's care and concern for His chosen 
people even when they are being punished for their sins. 

Languages: The central portion (2:4-7:28) is written in Aramaic 
or Chaldee, the commercial and diplomatic language of Daniel's time. 
The rest of the Book, which is less than half, is written in Hebrew. 
The section written in Aramaic we might call a Jew and Gentile sec
tion to the Book. 

Divisions: The first six chapters are principally historical, 
the last apocalyptic or predictive prophecy. Some make three di
VlSlons: (1) Introduction, chap. 1; (2) The times of the Gentiles, 
presented in Aramaic, chaps. 2-7; (3) Israel's relation to Gentiles, 
in Hebrew, chaps. 8-12. 

Chapter One 

I. THE CAPTIVITY OF JUDAH (1:1-2). 

1. The first seige and capture of Jerusalem by the Babylonians 
in 605 B.C. (v.l). Jeremiah says the fourth year of 
Jehoiakim's rule (Jer. 46:2). The Jews had two calenders: 
a civil and a religious. The religious year began on the 
first day of Nisan (April) and the civil year with the first 
of the fall month, Tishri (October). Any event falling in 
the six-month period between these two months would carry 
different dates, according to which term of reckoning was 
employed. 

2. Jehoiakim was the seventeenth king of Judah, the eldest son 
of the godly Josiah. He ruled eleven years, the last three 
of which were in revolt against Babylon and which prompted 
a second attack upon Jerusalem (Il'r.Chron. 36-:5-7; II K~ings 
23:36-24:2). He was not a good king (Jer. 36:23; 22:13-19). 

3. Nebuchadnezzar was not yet king but became such that year 
upon his father's death. He was outstanding as a military 
strategist, stateman, and builder. 
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4. The fall of Jerusalem (v. 2). The kingdom of Judah con
sisted of the two tribes of Judah and Benjamin, who con
tinued faithful to the house of David and to Jerusalem. 
Nineteen kings ruled over Judah until its fall in 586 B.C. 
It lasted a total period of 345 years. 

5. God is behind the rise and fall of the nations. He is the 
Master of every situation. "Lord" is "Adonai" in the Hebrew 
and it speaks of God as supreme master of the world. 

6. Judah fell because she had stolen seventy sabbatic years 
(II Chron. 36:21; Lev. 25:2-7; 26:35,43). Hence God deter
mined the length of the Babylonian Captivity to be seventy 
years (Jer. 25:1-12; 29:10). 

7. This was the first taking of the vessels (v. 2). More were 
taken in the reign of Jehoiachin, the successor of Jehoiakim 
(II Chron. 36:10). On a third invasion the same was re
peated on a more extensive scale (II Kings 24:13). At the 
fourth and final invasion under Zedekiah the temple was 
destroyed and all the vessels taken (II Kings 25:6-20). A 
part of these was brought back under Cyrus (Ezra 1:7) and 
Darius (Ezra 6:5). 

II. THE INTRODUCTION OF THE FOUR YOUNG JUDEANS (1:3-7). 

1. The choicest of young men were brought to Babylon by Neb
uchadnezzar (v. 3). This was to strengthen his rule, not 
a form of punishment. The term "eunuch" may refer to a 
married man (Gen. 37:36). Note that royalty and nobles 
were taken (II Kings 20:16-18). Ashpenaz the chief of 
the king's eunuchs. 

2. The captives to be healthy and intelligent (v. 4). Daniel 
and his friends were probably about 12 to 15 years old. 
To learn language and literature. To have a personality 
which would not bring embarrassment in the royal court. 

3. They were to enjoy the very food that the king ate (v. 5). 
This was to secure the good will of the young men and to 
keep their bodies healthy. To stand before the king is to 
serve the king (Deut. 1:38; I Kings 10:8; 12:8). To be 
courtiers, not merely eunuchs. 

4. Their names are changed (vv. 6-7). Others beside them, 
but these four were from Judah. "Daniel" which means "God 
is my judge" was changed to "Beltshazzar" which means "Bel's 
tr'easun.e" (4:8; Isa. 46:1). "Hananiah" which means "Yahweh 
is gracious.-' was changed to "Shadrack" which means "the 
messenger of the sun" or "illumined by the sun-god." 
"Mishael" which means "he who is as God" to "Meshach" which 
means "who is like Venus, earth-god," or "who is like Shach", 
a god in Babylon. "Azariah" which means "Yahweh has helped" 
to "Abed-nego" which means "the worshipper of Nebo, the 
fire god" (Isa. 46:1). The king did this to try to make 
them forget their country and religion (Gen. 41:45; Esther 
2:7). 
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III. DANIEL'S COURAGE (1:8-10). 

1. Daniel would obey God rather than men (v. 8). The meat 
may have been swine (Lev. 11:1-47), or meat which the blood 
had not been drawn (Lev. 17:10-14), or meat offered to 
idols (I Cor. 8:1-13). What a test of courage! The king 
had ordered this menu and to refuse it would seem to spoil 
all chances of advancement in Babylon. To violate the first 
order of the king could have meant death. We must be regu
lated by the Divine standard (Deut. 8:3; I Sam. 2:30; Acts 
5:29). Daniel was not ashamed of his faith even in pagan 
Babylon. Daniel explained why he could not eat; others 
evidently did eat! 

2. God brought Daniel into favor with the prince of the eunuchs 
(v. 9) .. God did it through the means of Daniel's conduct 
(Gen. 39:21; Prov. 16:7). 

3. Ashpenaz, feeling favorable, was reluctant to fill the re
quest (v. 10). If he did not obey the king he would be 
killed. 

IV. DANIEL'S REQUEST FOR TRIAL (1:11-16). 

1. Daniel speaks to melzar, the guard or steward (v. 11; Prov. 
15:1). He made no attack upon the Chaldean religion or the 
worship of idols. 

2. He makes a good suggestion (vv. 12-13). "Pulse to eat" 
means vegetables grown from seed. The best way to have 
favor with men is to be faithful to God (Job 36:11). He 
would after 10 days leave the choice to the melzar. 

3. The melzar agrees to the test (vv. 13-16). Compare this 
with Deut. 8:3; Matt. 4:3-4; Gen. 3:1-7. 

V. GOD'S BLESSINGS ON THE FOUR YOUTHS (1:17-21). 

1. The credit for their advancement is properly given to God 
(v. 17). Knowledge and wisdom comes from God (I Kings 
3:12; Ex. 31:2-3; Job 32:8; Jas. 1:5,17). There is nothing 
in Christianity which forbids the acquisition of knowledge, 
or study of science, but it has many temptations. 

2. They appear before the king after their training (vv. 18-19). 
The three years of training are over. The king probably 
talked with them and examined them personally. They had 
no deficiency in health due to their diet, no flaw in per
sonality characteristics, or no lack of depth in knowledge. 
They were given important government positions (2:48-49). 
God takes care of those who put Him first (Matt. 6:33). 

3. They were ten times better than all others (v. 20). The 
"magicians" means "sacred writers." "Astrologers" or 
"enchanter" were the priests of the Babylonian texts. Used 
to refer to all the wise men of the kingdom regardless of 
their position. 
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4. Daniel continued to be a valuable member of the court 
until old age (v. 21; 10:1). He was blessed with long 
life and long service. Babylon fell to Cyrus in October 
539 B.C., 66 years after Daniel's captivity, making him 
about 81 years of age or more. 

VI. PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS. 

1. An education may be used to the glory of God. Moses and 
Paul! 

2. Let us like Daniel live the separated life. We are cap
tives in the Babylonian life or worldliness. Many com
promise and have no spiritual knowledge. Spiritual know
ledge is spiritually discerned (Ps. 25:14). 

3. Purity of heart and faithfulness to God's Word come before 
enlightenment in Divine mysteries. 

4. The martyrs of old would die before they would compromise. 
We today need courage, determination, and resolution. 
Dare to be a Daniel. 

5. We must deny ourselves and abstain from hurtful things to 
our bodies. 

6. The way to have good looks, rosy cheeks, and good health 
is by controlling the diet, not by painting the lips, cheeks, 
etc. 

7. These four Hebrews represent the godly remnant of Israel 
in the tribulation period to come. 
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THE BOOK OF DANIEL 

Chapter Two 

I. THE KING'S DISTURBING DREAM (2:1-13). 

1. The time and effect of it (v. 1). 
(1) Did this happen during the training period of three 

years (1:5), or after the presentation to the king? 
(2) Was Daniel but one year in school? Or was it a part 

of two years and one whole year? Was this the second 
full year of the king, seeing he had ruled two years 
conjointly with his father? Any of these things are 
possible. 

(3) Evidently they were still trainees and it was actually 
the second year of the king's reign. Daniel not sum
moned with the Fegular wise men (2:2), and he dis
associates himself from the wise men (2:27). 

(4) God sometimes used dreams (Gen. 20:3-6; 37:5-6; 41: 
7,25; Num. 12:6). Sometimes they were delusions (Deut. 
13:1-3; Eccl. 5:7). 

2. The intellectuals and brain trustees commanded to appear 
before the king (v. 2). "Magicians"---the sacred writers; 
"astrologers"---the Babylonian priests; "sorcerers"---those 
who practiced the art of witchcraft (Ex. 22:18; Deut. 18:10; 
II Kings 9:22; Isa. 47:9; Jer. 27:9; Micah 5:12); 
"Chaldeans"---one of the tribes which made up Babylon (Isa. 
23:13). 

3. The king wants to know what the dream was and what it meant 
(vv. 3-4). Verse 4 begins the section written Aramaic. 

4. The forgotten dream (vv. 5-7). They did not believe he 
had forgotten the dream! 

5. The kings decree(vv. 8-9). 
6. The pleas of the wise men and the king's steadfastness 

(vv. 10-13). 
(1) They openly admit their inability (vv. 10-11). Only 

superintelligence belonging to deity could reveal this 
kind of information. 

(2) Man's knowledge is in part; God's is not (Ps. 139: 2). 
(3) "The wise men were being slain" is the Hebrew in 

verse 13. 
(4) Daniel and his __ companions were not full members but 

only trainees, seeing they did not know of the decree. 

II. DANIEL'S PRAYER FOR WISDOM (2:14-18). 

1. Daniel proves his sterling character again (vv. 14-15). He 
shows no panic, no despair, or frustration. He spoke wise 
words (Prov. 15:1). 

2. Daniel goes to the king (v. 16). The providence of God 
is seen here. 

3. The united prayer meeting (vv. 17-18). Praying friends are 
valuable friends. They desired mercy from God, knowing 
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that only His mercy could reveal this secret thing. _ This 
was an earnest prayer; their lives depended upon it. 

III. THE DREAM IS REVEALED TO DANIEL (2:19-23). 

1. The prayer is answered (v. 19). 
(1) Did they pray and go to bed and then the vision came? 

Probably. 
(2) Secret things belong to God (Deut. 29:29), but Here

veals them to those who fear Him (Ps. 25:14). 
(3) See James 1:5 and 5:16. 

2. Daniel blesses God and gives some reasons for doing so--
God is supreme over man and nature (vv. 20-23). 

IV. DANIEL'S TESTIMONY (2:24-30). 

1. Daniel goes to Arioch (v. 24). 
(1) The wise men of Babylon were saved because a man of 

God was among them (Acts 27:23-24). 
(2) The wicked are blessed for the sake of the righteous 

(Gen. 30:27; 39:5). Sodom would have been spared if 
then righteous could nave been found. 

2. Arioch tries to improve his standing before the king (v. 25). 
Human nature is prone to seek all the credit possible, 
whether deserved or not. 

3. The king speaks to Daniel (v. 26). He seems to be sus
picious. 

4. Daniel's reply (v. 27-30). 
(1) He slightly defends the wise men while affirming their 

impotence (v. 27). No branch of the wise men could help 
the king. Daniel shows an attitude of humility, the 
opposite of what Arioch had shown. 

(2) Daniel glorifies his God (vv. 28-30). 
a. The title "the God of Heaven" occurs also in Ezra, 

Nehemiah, and Revelation. 
b. The expression "in the latter days" occurs 14 times 

in the O.T. and denotes in this verse the closing 
period of the Gentiles and the beginning of the Mes
sianic age. This O.T. phrase is paralleled in the 
New Testament (I Tim. 4:1; II Tim. 3:1; I Peter 
1:5; II Peter 3:3; Jude 18). 

c. It was wise for the king to consider the hereafter 
(v. 29). He was wondering how matters would work 
out for his vast empire. 

d. Daniel claims nothing for himself (v. 30: Gen. 41: 
15-16). 

V. DANIEL TELLS THE KING HIS DREAM (2:31-35). 
1. An image great and bright (v. 31). 
2. The four metals (v. 32-33) 
3. The entire image is crushed (vv. 34-35). The mountain grew 

and filled the whole earth. 
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VI. THE DREAM INTERPRETED (2:36-45). 

1. The head of gold was ___ Nubuchadnezzar and the kingdom of 
Babylon (vv. 36-38). 
(1) The king was the head of gold, the leading ruler of all 

represented. Kingdoms, not kings, are the subsequent 
metals of the image (Jer. 27:5-8). 

(2) The government had passed from Jew to Gentile (Luke 
21:24; Deut. 32:8-9). 

(3) The chapels, temple, altars, vessel, etc., in Babylon 
were made of gold. 

(4) Babylon was a schoolhouse for God's captive people. 
2. The breast and arms of silver was Medo-Persia (v. 39; Ezra 

1:2). 
(1) This was a downward kingdom. The Aramaic text reads: 

"After thee shall arise another kingdom, downward from 
thee, earthward from thee." 

(2) Iri Semitic language the word "silver" is the same word 
for "money". This kingdom had a vast system of tax
ation which was paid in silver. 

(3) The prophecy concerns Xerxes who inherited the tre
mendous silver hoardings of his father Darius. 

(4) The inferiority did not concern size, because the last 
three were all larger than the first. It refers only 
to quality of government. 

3. The belly and thighs of brass was Greece (v. 39). 
(1) This is a reference to the "brazen-coated Greeks." 

The Greek soldier had on his head a helmet of brass 
and on his body a breastplate of .brass. He carried a 
shield of brass and a sword of brass. 

(2) The empire fashioned by the genius of Alexander the 
Great did extend farther than the other three---even 
all the way from Egypt and Europe eastward to India. 

4. The legs of iron was Rome(v. 40). 
(1) This was a kingdom of strength and lasted longer than 

any other kingdoms. 
(2) This points to the iron legions of Rome. Daniel used 

the word "iroil''_ 14 times. 
(3) The two legs. point to the division into Eastern and 

Western divisions in A.D. 364, with Constantinople 
(eastern) and Rome (western). 
a. The metals in the image ascends in strength. Each 

kingdom is built on the ruin of the former. This 
speaks of the duration of empires. Babylon lasted 
70 years, Medo-Persia 200 years, Greece 130 years, 
and Rome 500 years and divided until A.D. 1453. 

b. The metals deteriorate in qualities and weights. 
The image is top heavy. This metallic man is degen
erated in character from head to foot. National 
life is to deteriorate. Darwin verses Daniel! 

c. There will be only four great empires. Russia will 
not rule the -world. 

5. The toes of iron and clay (vv. 41-43). 
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6. 

7. 

(1) 

(2) 

The 
(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

The 
(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

The Roman Empire further.described (v. 41). 
a. There is little union in iron and clay. There was 

to be an intermingling of strong people from strong 
nations with weaker people from weaker nations. 

b. This intermingling was for strength but it failed. 
Rome fell because of the deterioration of the moral 
fiber of her people. 

The toes stressed for greater understanding and to 
indicate a time gap (vv. 42-43). 
a. A time gap is implied because verse 44 speaks of the 

Millennial Kingdom being established in the days 
~ of these kings. 
~. There is to be a lack of unity, although some element 

of strength. The iron shows this and the clay is 
baked clay or tile. This is to last until the king
dom of Christ. 

stone kingdom(v. 44). 
"These kings" are ten toes in the preceding verses and 
they are mentioned later by Daniel (7:24-27) and John 
(Rev. 17: 12) . 
Amillennialists contend this refers to the spiritual 
kingdom set by Christ in the days of the Roman rule. 
"These kings" are made to mean these four kingdoms, or 
the kings of Rome. The word is "kingsu and not "king
doms". Daniel means ten contemporary kings. 
The reference is to Christ's Millennial Kingdom (Ps. 
2:6-9; Isa. 11:1-9; Rev. 19:11-21). 
This kingdom is established by God rather than by men. 
It will be established when ten contemporaneous subkings 
rule in the Roman Empire. This must be future for as 
of yet not such ten kings have rule in the Roman Empire. 
This stone kingdom destroys all kingdoms with one de
cisive blow. Nothing like this happened when the 
spiritual kingdom was set up. Rome came to its greatest 
strength after the death of Christ. 
This kingdom filled all the earth, but such cannot be 
said of His spiritual kingdom. This verse points to 
some future time (Zech. 14:9; Rev. 20:1-6). 
The kingdom will never be defeated by some enemy country, 
and thus "left to other people." 
An element of the preceding kingdoms are reduplicated 
in its successor, so that in a sence all Gentile rule 
is destroyed at once. 
stone cut without hands (v. 45). 
This stone is Christ, not Christianity (Gen. 49:24; 
Ps. 118:22-23; Isa. 28:16; Matt. 21:44; I Cor. 10:4; 
Acts 4:10; I Peter 2:4,6-8). 
The Stone smites the image, the image does not smite 
the Stone. Christ did not destroy the Roman Empire 
when He came the first time; it destroyed Him. The 
first advent was not the smiting of the image. 
The first four kingdoms were literal kingdoms on earth. 
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The Stone Kingdom is to be the same. The mountain 
into which the stone grew is the Millennial Kingdom of 
Christ. 

VII. THE EFFECTS UPON THE KING (2:46-49). 

1. Nebuchadnezzar worships Daniel (v. 46). To bow before 
means to worship as diety. Incense was offered to the 
gods in worship. 

2. The king recognizes the supremacy of Daniel's God over all 
other gods (v. 47). 
(1) That Daniel protested the worship of himself is clear 

from the words "The king answered unto Daniel ... " 
(2) The king now worships Daniel's God and believes Daniel 

to be a worthy representative of his God. Alexander 
the Great bowed before the high priest of the Jews. 
When asked why, he said, "It was not before him that 
I prostrated myself, but the God of whom he has the 
honor to be the high priest." 

(3) Only a sovereign God could have caused the king to do 
what he did. 

(4) The Trinity is seen in this verse I believe. 
3. Daniel's reward (v. 48). 

(1) The king had promised gifts (v. 6). He kept his pro
mise. 

(2) Daniel was made satrap over the province of Babylon 
and head supervisor over all the wise men. 

(3) Daniel did not engage in the heathen rites of the wise 
men of Babylon. Being the head man he could do as he 
pleased. 

4. Daniel remembers his friends (v. 49). 
(1) He has them made assistants to him. Since Daniel was 

the Chief of the wise men, he may have left the work 
of the government to his friends. 

(2) "Sat in the gate" means given a place of authority in 
the very palace of the king (Deut. 16:18; Esth. 3:2; 
Ruth 4:1-12). 
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THE BOOK OF DANIEL 

Chapter Three 

I. SOME INTERESTING POINTS IN THIS CHAPTER. 

1. Here we see the remarkable courage and faith of Daniel's 
three companions---Shadrack, Meshach, and Abed-nego. Daniel 
was not present with them to lead in the decision. He may 
have been sick, or he may have been away on business for 
the king. 

2. The time of this event is uncertain. It was after the three 
Hebrews had been set over the affairs of the province (v. 12). 
It may have been three or four years, or even longer. 

3. By primary interpretation the experience of these three 
Hebrew youths teaches God's care for His captive people 
Israel in the days of Nebuchadnezzar. 

4. By application the story teaches us that God always cares 
for His own when they stand for truth. 

5. By prophetic revelation we have a picture of Israel in the 
tribulation when Antichrist rules the world. See Rev. 13: 
6-7, 12-15. The times of the Gentiles begins and ends with 
an image. 

II. THE IMAGE OF GOLD (3:1-7). 

1. The building of an image perhaps prompted by the dream of 
the king (v. 1). 

2. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

The 

"An image" it means in the original an image in human 
form, rather than merely a shaped pillar. 
"Of gold" either solid gold or wood overlaid with gold 
(Isa. 40:19; 41:7; Jer. 10:3-9). The view of such an 
image, dazzling in the sunlight, would have been quite 
overpowering. 
It was 90 feet high and 9 feet broad. Note the 66 here 
and in Rev. 13:18. 
"Plain of Dura" probably Tolul Dura ("mounds of Dura"), 
twelve miles south-southeast of Hillah. Near the place 
runs the river Dura, which empties into the Euphrates 
some six miles south of ancient Babylon. The archaeolo
gist Julius Oppert states that he found on one of these 
mounds a large brick square, forty-five feet high, 
which he believes was the foundation for this very image. 
Dura.was a common name in Mesopotamia, being a name:ap
plied to any place enclosed by a wall. 

dedication (vv. 2-3). 

(1) All nations sent representatives to this meeting. It 
was a meeting to deify man. 

(2) "Princes" or satraps. The word is a Persian loan word, 
meaning "protector of the realm." 

(3) "The governors" a superintendent or prefect (2:48). 
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"The captains" one who rules over an assigned region. 
"The judges" the chief arbitrators. 
"The treasurers" of Aryan origin and means "masters of 
the treasury." 
"The counsellors" or lawyers who were the guardians of 
the la=-w~. --=-=-
"The sheriffs" or the ones who give a just sentence, a 
minor judicial title. 
"All the rulers" all others not included in the above 
list. 

cry of the herald (vv. 4-7). 
------;-;,--,c-----r....---=.---------;:;-;;-;---;;-----=-,----:;------:;-=.-~-:-:;-~~--- --- --- -

This was an official herald of the king, or what we 
might call a paid preacher (II Peter 2:1-3). He said 
what others told him to say. He was a paid hireling. 
All were to bow at the same time when the orchestra 
begin to play (v. 5). All the important musical in
struments of that day would be sounded. 
Those who did not fall down would be cast into a fur
nace of burning fire (vv. 6-7). 
Music is of God. Angels sing and all Heaven sings. 
Music belongs to God's people---His churches. Modern 
music is a desecration of God's magic. It is a pros
titution of God's heavenly gift to His people. 

III. THE REFUSAL TO WORSHIP THE IMAGE (3:8-18). 

1. The king is informed that some have refused to bow down 
(vv. 8-12). 

(1) 

(2) 
(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

2. The 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

The Chaldeans accuse the Jews of disobedience. The 
implication is that the nationality of the three was 
held against them. These were evidently bitter because 
of the king's appointment of these Jews . These were 
probably the priests of Bel-Merodach. 
The world has true believers under surveilance. 
Evil men who hold to a false religion hate deep re
ligious convictions. 
In a sence persecution pays tribute to deep, great, 
religious convictions. 
Thank God for men who will not give in to do what 
others are doing when right and wrong are at stake. 

rage of the king (vv. 13-15). 

The king omit the charge that they did not regard him 
as he knew this was untrue due to their past actions. 
He mentions only their nonservice to his gods and non
worship of the image. 
He warns them of their fate if they continue to dis
obey (v. 15). He declares that no god can deliver 
them! 

3. The Jews remain defiant (vv. 16-18). 

-- -- ------------------=-



(1) They were not afraid to state their religious con
victions (v. 16). 

(2) They were not uncertain about God's ability to deliver 
them, but they were unsure as to what His purpose might 
be in this matter. 

(3) They assured the king that their God was able to de
liver them. He had just said that no god could! 

(4) They recognized that God's will may sometimes be un
pleasant. They would not make their obediance conti
gent upon God's doing something for them. They found 
the object of affection in God Himself, not in what 
God did for them. 

(5) They could have reasoned and said---

a. It is useless to resist. Many others from Judea are 
doing it. 

b. Our civil duty demands it of us. We must obey the 
laws of the land. 

c. We can do more good by living than dying. A live 
coward is better than a dead hero; better Red than 
dead. 

d. It is too much to ask. No man should have to give 
up his life for what he believes. 

IV. THE HARMLESS FURNACE (3:19-25). 

1. A king as mad as fire (v. 19). 

(1) The angry king (v. 13) has now increased his anger. 
His orders are quite irrational. 

(2) The three Hebrews stood unconquered before the master 
conqueror of the world. What a public profession of 
their faith in Jehovah! 

(3) The furnace was heated seven times hotter than normal. 

2. The command to cast them into the furnace (v. 20). The 
men were bound to prevent them from any possibility of es
cape. 

3. The strong men cast them into the furnace (vv. ''·21-23). 

(1) The strong men who cast them into the furnace had their 
flesh burned. They may have become burning torches. 
This made the miracle greater. 

(2) The king's anger has now cost him some of his best men. 

(3) This burning furnace is a type of Hell-fire (Matt. 
13:40-42). 

4. Christ is with His suffering people (vv. 24-25). 

(1) The king is startled, being able to see into the fur
nace from where he had positioned himself. 

(2) He inquires of his high officials if some how a fourth 
man could have been cast into the fire. 

(3) Christ is real to His people in suffering. This was 
a Christophany (John 11:49-52). 
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(4) Here is a miracle of preservation (Isa. 43:2; Ps. 138:7). 
(5) He did not deliver them; He preserved them. 
(6) They waited in the fire like Christ waited in the tomb; 

like Paul, Peter, and Silas waited in jail; like Noah 
waited in the ark. 

(7) God permitted the fire to bring only benefit to His 
servents. It loosed their bonds. Often the bonds of 
sin and the fetters of morality are all snapped in the 
furnace. 

(8) God permits his servants to suffer trials (John 16:33). 
One of the purposes of this is to separate the pre
tenders from the true professors. 

(9) God could preserve His people in Hell, even if Satan 
did cast them into it! 

V. A CONVINCED KING (3:26-28). 
1. The king invites the men to come out (v.26). 

(1) The king is admitting complete defeat by this act. 
(2) It is noted that nothing is said regarding the fourth 

Person coming out. He would have remained with the 
three only as long as they needed His comfort within 
the furnace. 

2. The men in high positions in the government saw this entire 
event (v. 27). The king wanted the most influential men 
of his realm present when he punished these Hebrews. Now 
they served as the most authoritative witnesses to this 
miracle of God! Only the king's rope burned! 

3. Nebuchadnezzar was brought once again to confess the 
superiority of the God of Heaven (v. 28). 
(1) "His angel" the Angel of the Lord or the Messenger of 

the Covenant. 
(2) This stopped the image worship and vindicated God's 

servants (I Kings 18:36). The Jew's God was greater 
(Luke 12:7; 21:8). 

(3) Sooner or later proud men will be forced to admit the 
Most High is God (Ex. 18:11). 

VI. THE KING'S DECREE (3:29-30). 

1. An official edict of government (v. 29). 
(1) The king forbade anyone in all his realm to speak 

against the God of the Hebrews. 
(2) "Cut in pieces" see 2:5. 
(3) How .did the Babylonian priests take this? Was not the 

king disloyal to his own religion. 
(4) The king commanded the people to worship, but he did 

not say that he would worship the Jews' God. 
(5) This helped the Jews to stay out of idolatry (Ps. 76:10). 

2. Right will ultimately win (v. 30). Piety promotes worldly 
prosperity. 
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VII. THE TYPICAL TEACHING. 

1. Image of the beast (Rev. 13:13-15). Number 66 and 666. 
2. The fire was a type of the Great Tribulation (Zech. 13: 

8-9; Rev. 7:1-4). 
3. The three Hebrews a type of the Jewish remnant (Rev. 7: 

1-8; 15:1-3). 
4. The king a type of Antichrist. 
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THE BOOK OF DANIEL 

Chapter Four 

This dream occurred between the thirtieth and thirty-fifth 
f the reign of Nebuchadnezzar. Daniel was between forty-

. ~~~~ ~nd fifty years old. About twenty-five to thirty years ~ad 

I elapsed since the deliverance of the three friends from the flery 
furnace. 

The Biblical nature of the expressions may well be due to Daniel's 
influence on Nebuchadnezzar. The king in my opinion was now a true 
~eliever in Jehovah. 

Daniel may have assisted him in writing this document, or he may 
not. We do know that the prophet saw fit to include this document 
in his book. 

I. NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S ROYAL PROCLAMATION (4:1-3). 

1. Babylonian kings thought of themselves as rulers over all 
the earth (v. 1). Their actual dominion extended only 
from the Zagros mountains to Egypt---the known world of 
that day. 

2. The king's attitude (v. 2). Oh, that we were as determined 
to tell others about our God? To express to others what 
He has shown us! 

3. The king acknowledges the greatness of God (v. 3). 

(1) He believed that a supreme Being ruled the world (Ps. 
145:13). The king believed that God had universal, in
contestable, absolute dominion over the world. 

(2) God was not subject to interruptions due to illness. 
His rule was stable, unchanging and eternal. 

(3) In contrast with human kingdoms, which change in rule 
even between generations, God's kingdom was perpetual. 
No assassinations or usurpations could bring a halt to 
it. 

(4) The same authority, the same set of rules, the same 
equity in judgment, the same rewards and punishments 
continued without variation. 

II. THE KING'S SECOND DREAM (4:4-18). 

1. The king at ease (v. 4). Every goblet full of wine, every 
corner filled with music, every part of his mansion richly 
furnished, free from fear of war with Egypt, resting peace
ful. But the troubler of many is now troubled by God. 

2. The king experiences great emotional disturbance (v. 5; 
Job 33:14-17). The mighty monarch of the world behind im
pregnable walls was afraid! 

3. The magicians called by the king (vv. 6-7). 

(1) Had the king forgotten God and Daniel? I think not! 
--------------------~~--~-------------------------- -~ 
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(2) These persons were supposed to be experts in interpreting 
omens, including the omens of dreams. 

(3) This time the king told them his dream, yet they could 
not help him. 

4. Daniel comes in late (v. 8). This was probably due to 
Daniel's choice-rather than the king's. "Spirit of the holy 
gods" (Isa. 63:11). The plural "gods" can be used in ref
erence to a single deity in the Aramaic language as well as 
in Hebrew. 

5. The king relates the dreams in great detail (vv. 9-18). 

(1) He addresses Daniel and inquires of him (v. 9). It can 
read: "The visions of my dream that I have seen, even 
its interpretation declare." 

(2) The tree (vv. 10-12). A tree to the Babylonians was a 
symbol of powerful rulers (Ezek. 17:22; 19:10; 31:3,6; 
Matt. 13:31-32). 

(3) A holy one from Heaven (v. 13): 

(4) 

(5) 

a. He is clearly one person only because all verbs em
ployed regarding him are singular. He is described 
with the two qualifiers "watcher" and "holy." This 
is true of both God and the angels. 

b. This was either God (II Chron. 16:9; Job 14:16; 34:21; 
Prov. 5:21; 15:3; Jer. 16:17; 32:19; 44:27), or an 
angel of God from Heaven (Ps. 34:7; Heb. 1:14). 
Angels watch God's children. 

The doom of the tree (v. 14; Matt. 3: 10; Luke 13:7)-. 
The king probably feared that he was ~he t~ee and the 
cutting of it down meant the end of hls relgn. 
The stump left alive, with life-giving roots still 
attached (v. 15). 

a. Some trees will not sprout like cedar and pine, but 
others will (Job 14:7-9). 

b. The king would be cut down, but not uprooted. A 
band of compassion would remain around him. In 
judgment God remembers mercy. 

(6) Lycanthropy for seven years (v. 16; Prov. 21:1). A per
son with this illness thinks of himself as some kind of 
animal and lives accordingly. 

(7) The decree of the watchers (v. 24). 

a. God signed this edict as a judge (v. 24). 
b. This is either a group of angels or the Trinity 

(Dan. 9:14). Angels do not make decrees in Heaven 
or on earth, but they may concur with God in such. 
Councils are sometimes held in Heaven (I Kings 22: 
19-22; Job 1:6-12; 2:1-6). God is sovereign and His 
angels are mere helpers! 
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c. God gives precedence to those who are lowly and 
humble (Jas. 4:6; I Sam. 2:7-8; Luke 1:52; I Cor. 
1:26). 

(8) The king's request (v. 18). He has confidence in Daniel 
and the Spirit of God which dwelt in him. 

III. THE KING'S TREE VISION INTERPRETED (4:19-27). 

1. The preface to the interpretation (v. 19). 

(1) Daniel is dumbfounded for a few momemts. He was not 
uncertain of the dream, but he was perplexed as to the 
unpleasant developments which awaited the king. 

(2) It is not popular to denounce sin and to threaten men 
with the judgment of God. Most prefer to speak com
plimentary. Few have the courage of Natham and John the 
Baptist (II Sam. 12:7; Mark 6:18). There was the fur
nace and the lion's den. 

2. The dream repeated (vv. 20-21). 

(1) In prophetic symbolism a tree stands for a man or a 
kingdom. 

(2) Daniel made little change in the dream and repeated it 
almost exactly. 

3. The interpretation given (vv. 22-26). 

(1) The tree represented Nebuchadnezzar (v. 22). 
(2) There is a complete omission regarding the change of 

heart from a man's to a beast's (v. 23). 
(3) This is the decree of the Most High (v. 24). "Most 

High" is substituted for "watchers" of Nebuchadnezzar's 
statement (v. 17). 

(4) Nebuchadnezzar was to be driven from dwelling with men 
to live with animals (v. 25). "Grass" in the original 
may also include the vegetable realm. The phrase "like 
oxen" probably refers mainly to the manner of eating, 
rather than the content. This would last seven years. 

(5) Daniel's hopeful note to the king---his kingdom would 
remain (v. 26). 

4~ Daniel's advice to the king (v. 27). 

(1) "Break off thy sins" means "break with your sins" or 
"tear away from you sins." 

(2) The king must cease from committing sin and begin to 
conduct himself righteously. The passage cannot be used 
to teach that the soul can be redeemed by acts of charity 
as some teach. 

(3) Repentance was needed. The king had been wicked and 
cruel to his subjects, showing little concern for the 
hundreds dying of extreme heat and difficult condition 
on his various building projects. 

(4) If the king would comply, a benefit might result. Re
pentance may not prevent the judgment, but it may have 
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brought a reprieve (I Kings 21:29). Note Jeremiah 
29 and II Kings 24-25 here. 

IV. THE FULFULLMENT OF THE INTERPRETATION (4:28-33). 

1. He is given the space of a year to repent (vv. 28-29; 
Luke 13:6-10). He walked upon the roof of his palace like 
David (II Sam. 11:2). "He walked" in the original means 
he was walking back and forth. 

2. The pride of the king (v. 30). 

(1) He takes glory in himself that belongs to God only. 
The city he had enlarged was 15 miles square, had walls 
350 feet high and 87 feet broad at the top, had 100 
gates of bronze, 25 avenues, 150 wide east and west and 
25, 150 feet wide from north to south. More than 50 
temples crowded within the city walls~, The Greeks 
considered the "hanging gardens" within the city one of 
the seven wonders of the world. This was one of the 
largest and finest cities in the world at that time--
the golden city. 

(2) The sin of pride (Prov. 11:2; 16:18; 29:23). 

3. God speaks (vv. 31-32). This was a supernatural voice which 
repeated almost the same words which Daniel spoke in verse 
25. There is no mention of the dew of Heaven in these verses. 
The king now knew that Daniel's predicted judgment is about 
to come upon him. 

4. The insanity of Nebuchadnezzar (v. 33). 
(1) Lycanthropy comes from two Greek words: "Lukas" mean

ing "wolf" and "anthropos" meaning "man." Hence the 
werewolf legends. In the most common form of Lycan
thropy the person imagines himself to be a wolf, but the 
king imagined himself to be an ox, which made his di
sease boanthropy. 

(2) Evil-Merodach reigned during the king's madness. Daniel 
and the queen probably helped. Maybe even Daniel's 
three companions also. 

(3) There is no mention of this insanity in the official 
records of Babylon because kings did not record the un
pleasant as a rule. 

V. NEBUCHADNEZZAR HONORS THE MOST HIGH GOD (4:34-37). 

1. The king looks to God in Heaven and his understanding re
turns (v. 34; Ps. 121:1-2). 

(1) In a state of boanthropy the person still could at times 
have a sence of self and God. 

(2) "Blessed," "pnaised" and "honored" God. 
(3) "That liveth for ever"---he believed in the eternity of 

God. 
(4) In contrast to himself who one day would die, God 

would never experience an end and His kingdom was to 
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2. Man 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

endure to eternity. God would live forever and main
tain universal control forever. 

on earth is nothing in comparison to God (v. 35). 

God has the dominion, He has the right to do with others 
as he wills. 
The army of Heaven does His will as so does the inhab
itants of earth. 
None can stay His hand. Literally, "strike His hand." 
The thought is of striking God's hand with the inten-
tion of altering its operation. Remember the custom of 
striking the hands of children. 
No person can hinder God in what He purposes to do. 
None can question what He does. If God does something 
it is right, if only because He is the One Who does it. 

3. Nebuchadnezzar's greatness on his return exceeded what it 
had been before (v. 36). 

4. The king continued to give praise to God (v. 37). 

(1) Two times before his praise had .been of a temporary 
nature. Now it is different. 

(2) He admits God's justice in the seven-year insanity he had 
recently experienced. 

(3) We cannot be sure how long the king reigned after his 
restoration. He died in 562 B. C., forty-three years 
after his inauguration. A enough time elapsed for him 
to enjoy "excellent majesty". ,Maybe about two. He 
was succeeded by his son, Evil-Merodach, but Babylon's 
greatness passed with Nebuchadnezzar. 

(4) All men who do not know that God rules the world are 
morally mad (Eccl. 9:3; Mark 5:15; Luke 15:17). 
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THE BOOK OF DANIEL 

Chapter Five 

Almost 70 years had elapsed since the events in chapter 1. 
Daniel had now been in Babylon about 66 years and was probably in 
his eighties. 

Nebuchadnezzar died in 562 B.C., and he reigned forty-three 
years. His son, Evil-Merodach (sometimes called Amel-marduk) sue
ceded him but rules only two years (562-560 B.C.). He is mentioned 
in II Kings 25:27-30 and in Jeremiah 52:31-34. He was murdered by 
his brother-in-law, Neriglissar (Nergal-shar-usur), who was en
throned in August, 560 B.C. (Jer. 39:3). Neriglissar reigned five 
years and was killed in battle in the year 555 B.C. His son and 
successor, Laborosoarchad (or Labashi-marduk), an imbecile child, 
was king for less than a year, being beaten to death. The group 
of courtiers, who beat the king to death, included Nabonidus, who 
then seized the throne. Nabonidus (556-539) was probably the most 
capable ruler following Nebuchadnezzar. He maintained a separate 
royal residence at Tema in Arabia, sou~heast of Edom, and for one 
period of fourteen years did not so much as visit his capital city. 

Since Nabonidus was known to be the last ruler of Babylonia 
before its fall to the Persians, liberals have asserted that Bel
shazzar could never have ruled. There is ample evidence that Bel
shazzar was the eldest son of Nabonidus and that he was made coregent 
by his father apparently to serve as king while his father was away 
for those long periods of time. This is why he could only make 
Daniel the third ruler in the kingdom (5:29). 

The feast of Belshazzar may have taken place while his father 
was outside the city walls of Babylon fighting for his life with 
the armies of the Medes and Persians who had been outside the city 
for some time. Babylon had sunk to a low moral and spiritual 
degeneracy. The cup of her iniquity was full and her doom was sealed. 

I. BELSHAZZAR'S FEAST (5:1-4) 

1. The impious feast---the big blowout (v. 1). 

(1) This must have been something like that of Ahasuerus, 
king of Persia (Esther 1:3). This was queer conduct 
with an invading army outside the walls of Babylon. 
It may have been designed to build morale. 

(2) Maybe it was a war council? or birthday? or to show 
their lack of fear of the enemy? or to honor some idol 
god or gods. Eastern kings seldom appeared in public. 

(3) Security and sensuality lead to ruin (Isa. 22:12-14). 
Those who will not be warned by God's judgment may 
expect to be wounded by it. 

(4) There is nothing wrong with a feast, but it seems that 
Satan used this for an evil purpose (Eccl. 7:2). 

-21-



2. The defiling, deframing, and desecration of the vessals of 
the Temple of God (vv. 2-4). 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

This occurred while the king tasted the flavor of the 
wine and felt its effects (v. 2). Strong drink is the 
ruin of kings (Prov. 20:1; 23:29-32; 31:1-2, 4-5). 
These were the sacred vessels (Jer. 27:16,18) which 
later were returned to Jerusalem (Ezra 1:5-11). They 
had thus far been placed in a shrine in Babylon as tro
phies of war. 
They blasphemed the name of God in drunkenness and public 
promiscuity. The thousands of lords came with their 
guards, females, dancers, musicians, jugglers, and enter
tainers. Maybe 10,000 or more people were present. 
This was a drunkened worship for dunghills deities--
devils, not God (Isa. 28:7-8; I Cor. 10:20). 
Don't defile what belongs to God---His tithe, His day, 
His church (I Cor. 3:16-17). 
Belshazzar was the grandson of Nebuchadnezzar, through 
his mother. The same word would have been used in the 
text, whether referring to "son" or "grandson". His 
mother was Nitocris, wife of Nabonidus and daughter of 
Nebuchadnezzar. 

II. THE HANDWRITING ON THE PLASTER OF THE WALL (5:5-9). 

1. God's warning came in the same hour that so ma~y sins were 
being committed (v. 5). 

(1) He saw only the fingers, not the whole hand. No in
strument, is mentioned but it is implied. Fingers came 
out of the wall! 

(2) The candlestick may have been from Jerusalem. 

2. The king is paralyzed with fear (v. 6). The gods of Baby
lon failed him. He was not afraid of the armies of Cyrus, 
but the cup dropped from his hand and now the halls of the 
palace are silent with fear and dread. 

3. Belshazzar calls for the wise men of Babylon (v. 7). 
4. They fail the king as in former times (v. 8). The message 

of God requires a man of God to interpret (I Cor. 2:14). 
5. The king is further distressed (v. 9). If these men, experts 

of the day, could not read the writing, who could? 

III. AN INTERPRETER IS SOUGHT (5:10-12) 

1. The queen-mother or grandmother (v. 10). Two matters sug
gest that this person was not the queen proper. One is that 
verse 3 states that the king's wives were already present. 
The other is that this person showed firsthand acquaintance 
with the affairs of Nebuchadnezzar, as if she had lived dur
ing his time. This is Nitocris, wife of Nabonidus, and 
mother of Belshazzar. 
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2. The queen-mother mentions Daniel (vv. 11-12). 

(1) While it is clear from 8:27 that Daniel did retain 
some governmental position (probably his governship 
of Babylon, 2:49), it appears he does not have the 
position he once did. It was changed after Nabonidus 
begun a new dynasty. 

(2) The queen described Daniel in the same manner that her 
father did. Note 4:8-9, 18. She had evidently been 
converted to faith in the true God. 

IV. THE KING CALLS FOR DANIEL (5:13-16). 

1. Daniel is brought before the king (v. 13). This old man 
was probably in bed at this late hour, and he had not 
attended the feast. 

2. The king had heard of the reputation of Daniel (v. 14). 
This is the man who worships the God of Judea, the God who 
the king has insulted. 

3. He tells him the other wise men had failed (v. 15). 
4. The king offers great rewards (v. 16). Wicked men hardly 

notice a preacher until serious illness, bad circumstances, 
or death comes. 

V. DANIEL REBUKES THE WICKED KING (5:17-23). 

1. Daniel refused the king's gifts (v. 17). 
2. The historical sermon of the prophet (vv. 18-23). 

(1) The glory of Nebuchadnezzar (v. 18). The reference 
to God is identical to that employed in 3:26; 4:2. 
Daniel uses it to identify the true God to this pagan 
ruler. 

(2) Nebuchadnezzar his grandfather held complete control 
over his subjects (v. 19). His word was law, whether 
justice was served or noto The people had no constitu
tion for protection; no court system; no safeguards 
over the king---a moral condition for that day. 

(3) Because he misused his power God judged him (v. 20). 
(4) Nebuchadnezzar lived among the animals (v. 21). The 

wild ass is mentioned in Job 39:5-8 for its quality 
of being shy of men and difficult to tame. 

(5) Belshazzar has repeated the sin of his grandfather (22). 
He was not ignorant of what happened to Nebuchadnezzar. 
Probably told by Nitocris his mother, the daughter of 
Nebuchadnezzar. 

(6) Belshazzar has insulted the God of Heaven (v. 23). 

a. This was a strong sermon in the presence of so many 
demon-worshippers. What courage it took for Daniel 
to speak so plainly. 

b. Every breath we take is only because of God's mercy 
(Acts 17:28). 

c. Belshazzar's manner of life was under the control of 
God. 
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VI. DANIEL'S INTERPRETATION (5:24-28). 

VII. 

VIII. 

1. The writing has remained upon the wall (v. 24). 
2. MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN (vv. 25-28). 

(1) MENE means numbered and has a double significance (v. 26). 
It means that Belshazzar's kingdom had been numbered by 
God and, as a result, reckoned as brought to an end. 
The writing was not extensive, composed of only three 
words with the first repeated. See Job 14:5 

(2) TEKEL means weighed or to be found light (v. 27). 
The double sense means that he had been weighed in the 
balance of God and found too light in moral and spiritual 
worth (I Sam. 2:3; Job 31:6; Ps. 62:9; Prov. 16:2). See 
also Job 28:25. 

(3) PERES means broken or divided (v. 28). The double sense 
is that Belshazzar's kingdom was about to be broken and 
given to the Medes and Persians. This word is singular 
of Upharsin which is plural with the U which is a con
junction and means "and." 

(4) The Medes are mentioned before the Persians (cf. 6:8,12) 
proves that Daniel was the author of this book. The 
Medes were given this measure of prominence over the 
Persians, because Dyrus was himself a Persian and the 
form of reference soon became "Persians and Medes" 
(Esth. 1:3,14,18,19). This in the Book of Esther trans
pired about 60 years later. 

DANIEL IS REWARDED BY THE KING (5:29). 

THE PROPHECY IS FULFILLED (5:30-31). 

1. Belshazzar is slain (v. 30). Cyrus diverted the Euphra
tes into a new channel and marched up the river into the 
city (Isa. 44:27-45:4; Jer. 50:35-39). 

2. The kingdom is given to Darius, the Mede, by Cyrus (v. 
31; 6:28; Isa. 13:1,17-18; Jer. 51:11,28-29). 

IX. PRACTICAL POINTS TO CONSIDER. 

1. Punishment comes suddenly in some cases because of sin 
(I Thess. 5:2; Luke 21:34; Prov. 29:9). 

2. The sin of failing to glorify God (v. 23). 
3. God holds the destinies of nations in His hands. Sin 

shortens the lives of both men and nations (Jas. 1:13-15). 
4. Women may exercise an influence for good. 
5. Just as Babylon of old fell so shall Babylon of the endtime. 
6. The condition of sinners---weighed and found wanting. Man 

can only watch you die; he cannot prolong your life. 
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THE BOOK OF DANIEL 

Chapter Six 

This sixth chapter gives one of the most well-known Bible 
stories of all time. About two years have passed since chapter 5. 
The Medo-Persians have gained control, with Daniel now serving as 
one of three chief officers under Darius the Mede. 

It is probable that Darius the Mede was either Cambyses, son 
of Cyrus, who served under his father as ruler of Babylon, or that 
Darius was Gubaru. 

The return of the Jews was made under Cyrus about 538 to 537 
B.C. (II Chron. 36:22-23; Ezra 1:1-2). This would have been a few 
months before the episode of Daniel and the lion's den. The decree 
of Cyrus was probably influenced by Daniel. 

I. THE POLITICAL SETUP (6:1-3). 

1. The organization of Medo-Persia (v. 1; Esth. 1:1). These 
men were the kingdom-protectors or satraps. 

2. Daniel the first of the three presidents (v. 2). God and 
others exalted him; he did not exalt himself. 

3. Daniel the chief (v. 3). This was so in spite of his age 
and nationality. He had an excellent spirit (Dan. 5:12). 
The king planned to elevate the position of Daniel. 

II. ENVY PROVOKES A TREACHEROUS PLOT (6:4-9). 

1. An occasion of accusation because of personal ambition (v.4). 
No water gate here! He was of a sterling character. We 
too should be blameless. 

2. They decided to strike at Daniel's religious life (v. 5). 
He did not worship the gods of Babylon. If people cannot 
find fault with our official life, they will find fault 
with our religion. 

3. They assemble hastily before the king with Daniel absent 
(v. 6). 

4. They would make Darius god for a month (v. 7; Esth. 3:2-4). 
The King was regarded as a representative of the chief 
god, Ormuzd, and princes represented the seven Amshasponds 
before the throne of Ormuzd. 

5. The weak king signed the decree (vv. 8-9; Esth. 1:19; 8:8). 

III. DANIEL'S FAITHFULNESS AND STEADFASTNESS (vv. 10-14). 

1. Daniel stood his ground; he was unperturbed (v. 10). 

(1) The decree was likely proclaimed publicly by proper 
channels so that all the people knew about it. 

(2) He probably knew about the investigation of his life and 
work. Would he continue to pray, or outwit them by 

-25-



(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

ceasing to pray for 30 days? Should he continue to 
pray at the risk of his life? 
The upper chamber was the second floor and a special 
room (II Sam. 18:33; I Kings 17-19; II Kings 4:10; 
Acts 1:13; 10:9). 
Daniel could have closed the window, or hid in the cel
lar, etc. but he prayed as he was acustom to do so. 
He continued his open, public, and unasheamed devotion 
to God---approved or disapproved by man (Ps. 55:17; 
I Kings 8:14,48; II Chron. 6:34, 38; Ps. 5:7). 
It is remarkable that a man as busy as he was had time 
to pray three times a day (Ps. 55:17). 

2. The conspirators, knowing Daniel's normal time to pray, 
came purposely to observe (v. 11). They came as a group to 
watch Daniel. 

3. They accuse him before the king (vv. 12-13). They were 
actually charging the king with improper judgment in select
ing Daniel to office in the first place. Daniel's praying 
in no way showed disrespect to the king. Daniel regarded 
God more than the king. 

4. A displeased king (v. 14; Matt. 14:9; Mark 6:26). He probab
ly consulted the lawyers to see if there were any possible 
way of setting aside the law. This law seemed to bind even 
the king. Hence this government was inferior to the type 
rule of Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. 5:19). 

IV. DANIEL IN THE LION'S DEN (6:15-17). 

1. Daniel's enemies before the king (v. 15). 
2. Darius orders Daniel to be cast into the lion's den (v. 16). 

(1) The execution of the sentence was carried out on the 
evening of the day in which the accusation was made, 
according to the Oriental custom. 

(2) Note the confidence this pagan had in Daniel's God. 
Evidently Daniel had been busy witnessing to him. Note 
"whom thou servest continually." 

(3) What an impression Daniel had made on the king! Here is 
a heathen monarch who has turned preacher, comforter, 
and exhorter! 

3. A seal is set (v. 17). Kings in those days used special 
signet rings (I Kings 21:8; Esth. 3:12; 8:8,10). The king's 
own seal and that of his lords were used. 

V. GOD'S DELIVERANCE (6:18-24). 

1. A sleepless king (v. 18). 

(1) The king fasted because his concern for Daniel was real. 
(2) On that night he had no instrument of music, or dancing 

girls, or concubines. 
(3) Daniel slept better than Darius with all his comforts 
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and luxuries. One had a good concience; the other a 
bad. 

(4) Peter slept well (Acts 12:1-11; Ps. 127:2). 

2. The king an early riser (vv. 19-20 . 

(1) He did not take time to remove the stone from the 
entrance. 

(2) Note his use of the word "living" of God. Daniel had 
taught him well. 

3. Daniel's answer (vv. 21-22). 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 
(5) 

(6) 

He speaks with respect (v. 21). This was the proper, 
formal term of greeting for kings in that day (Dan. 2:4; 
3: 9; 5: 10; 6: 6) . 
The angels shut the mouth of the lions (v. 22). One 
of these may have been the Angel of the Lord, who may 
have appeared visible to Daniel as He did in chapter 3. 
One conjectured that the lions looked at Daniel and said: 
"There is not a beef steak on him; he is all backbone." 
The man who fears God fears nothing else. 
What if Daniel had perished like the prophet (I Kings 
13:24) and John the Baptist? The Christian cannot be 
defeated. For him down is up, black is bright, and death 
life. He would have lived in Paradise, in His Book, 
and in the hearts of his people forever! 
God is with His people at all times (Acts 27:23; II Tim. 
4:16-17; Reb. 13:5; Matt. 28:20). 

4. Daniel's faith vindicated (v. 23; Reb. 11:33). Daniel de
livered because of his faith. 

5. A just punishment (v. 24). 
(1) The king lost no time in bringing retribution on Daniel's 

accusers. These men had wronged not only Daniel but 
also the king. 

(2) Those who try to put wicked schemes over on an innocent 
person will find it will rebound to them (Deut. 19:19; 
Prov. 26:27). Consider Haman and Judas. 

(3) The lions were not old and without interest in human 
flesh. This proves the miracle of Daniel's deliverance. 

VI. THE DECREE OF DARIUS (6:25-28). 

1. He signs a new law (v. 25). 
2. The religion of Jehovah incorporated into the worship of 

the empire (vv. 26-27). 

(1) 
(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

This meant toleration for Jewish captives. 
The king did not disown the gods of Babylon in the de
cree, nor speak of himself as rendering worship to 
Daniel's God. 
Darius admits that God's kingdom shall never cease nor 
be conquered. 
The living God rescues and delivers (Dan. 3:29). 
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3. Daniel's promotion (v. 28). 

(1) How long Daniel lived is not revealed, though it was at 
least until Cyrus's third year (Dan. 10:1), which would 
mean 536 B.C. He must have lived to be 90 or more. 

(2) This is a type of the deliverance of the Jewish remnant 
of the Tribulation, and a type of Christ's resurrection 
(Matt. 27:66). 
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------ -------------~--------

THE BOOK OF DANIEL 

Chapter Seven 

This chapter chronologically precedes chapter 5 and 6. This 
was done to keep the historical part of the book separate from the 
prophetical. These visions were seen sometime during the 23 years 
from the death of Nebuchadnezzar to the fall of Babylon. Daniel 
was living at this time somewhat in retired life. 

Both Daniel and John were old when they received their revela
tions, both greatly beloved, both great in faithfulness. 

This chapter records three visions: (1) four winds and four 
wild beasts, vv. 1-8; (2) the judgment seat, vv. 9-12; (3) the Son 
of man receiving the kingdom, vv. 13-14. They were probably seen 
on the same occasion. 

I. THE VISION OF THE FOUR BEASTS (7:1-8). 

1. The time of the visions (v. 1). About 553 B.C. Some say 
541 B.C. Daniel put the contents of his dream and visions 
into writing presumably the following morning. 

2. The four winds on the Mediterranean Sea (v. 2). 

3. 

4. 

(1) This vision has to do with the same subject as in chap
ter 2. 

(2) The winds are seen stirring up the sea, picturing God's 
sovereign power which sets the nations in motion (Isa. 
17:12-13; 27:1; 57:20; Rev. 7:1; 17:15). 

(3) This indicated conflict in four quarters or directions 
of the world. It points to the severity and confusion 
of this strife and worldly turmoil. 

The 

(1) 
(2) 

(3) 

The 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 
\ 

(4) 

four beasts arise out of the sea (v. 3). 

This is the political sea of people (Jer. 46:7-8). 
These beasts do not arise simultaneously but succes
sively. 
Daniel sees world conquerors as God sees them---as wild 
beasts devouring one another (Ps. 68:30). 

first beast: Babylon (v. 4). 

The lion is symbolic of the empire in power in Daniel's 
day which was Babylon. The lion represents royal power 
(I Kings 10:20). 
Nations often have beastly symbols---British lion, Rus
sian bear, etc. 
Winged lions guarded the gates of the royal palaces of 
the Babylonians. This is the head of gold in chapter 2. 
The sign of both the lion and eagle was used of Babylon 
by Daniel's contemporary prophets (Jer. 4:7; 49:19,22; 
Lam. 4:19; Ezek. 17:3; Hab. 1:8). The lion represents 
strength and power; the eagle swiftness. 
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(5) The plucking off of the eagle wings symbolizes the 
loss of this speed and capacity for action. 

(6) The later part of the verse describes the change which 
came to Nebuchadnezzar following his time of insanity. 
He became humanitarian in his manner of rule. 

5. The second beast: Medo-Persia (v. 5; Isa. 13:17-18). 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

"Another beast" means one distinct from the first. 
This is the silver chest and arms of Nebuchadnezzar's 
image in chapter 2. 
A bear is strong but somewhat awkward and slow. These 
are the characteristics of this combined kingdom. They 
used vast masses of troops in battle. 
The side raised up is Persia---one sided union---like 
the right shoulder of the image. 
The three ribs are representative of conquests. They 
point to the three kingdoms of Lydia, Babylon, and 
Egypt. These kingdoms formed a triple alliance to check 
Medo-Persia, but they were destroyed by it. 
The devouring of much flesh means this kingdom should 
continue to make conquest and take over more land than 
any pr~or kingdom, reaching finally all the way from the 
Indus River on the east to Egypt and Aegean Sea on the 
west. 

6. The third beast: Greece (v. 6). 

(1) The leopard is less grand and majestic, but excellent 
in speed. It is also known for its insatiable lust for 
blood. Greece was characterized by swiftness of con
quest and an insatiable lust for victory, even more than 
Medo Persia. This is the abdomen of the image. 

(2) His four wings suggest the idea of speed and action. 
The wings of Babylon were said to be eagle's wings, 
but these are not identified with any known bird. Note 
the two wings of Babylon and the four of Greece. Under 
Alexander the Great the borders of Greece were enlarged 
enormously and with remarkable speed. 

(3) The four heads represents heads of government and point 
to the four-fold division of government in the Grecian 
Empire after the death of Alexander. The empire was di
vided among his four generals: Casander was given Greece 
and Macedonia; Lysimachus was given Thrace and a large 
part of Asia Minor; Seleucus was given Syria and much of 
the Middle East; and Ptolemy was given Egypt. 

(4) "Dominion was given"---from God. Alexander's dominion 
was granted by-the providence of God. It became his and 
his generals because God in His overall supervison of 
history saw fit to make it so. 

7. The fourth beast: Rome (vv. 7-8). 

(1) The nondescript beast is Rome, the kingdom which fol
lowed the Grecian Empire. It is the legs and feet of 
the image in chapter 2. 
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(2) Dreadful, terrible, and strong indicate its fearfulness. 
Rome inspired great fear. Rome had enormous strength. 

(3) The iron teeth depicts its fierceness and strength again. 
(4) Its devouring, braking, and stamping speaks of the fear

fulness and terror-inspiring tactics used by Rome in her 
conquests. 

(5) The ten horns and the iron teeth correspond to the iron 
legs of the image and the ten horns to the ten toes. 

(6) The ten horns are ten kings (v. 24). This means that 
Rome would one day have ten contemporaneous kings. 

(7) There was no little toe on the ~mage, but there is a 
little horn on the beast. This little horn is the 
Antichrist who shall conquer three of the ten kings. 

II. THE COMING OF CHRIST IN GLORY (7:9-12). 

1. The 
(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

judgment of the nations (v. 9; Matt. 25:31-35). 

Daniel saw thrones being put in place (Rev. 20:4). 
Christ took one of these thrones and the saints took the 
others. Compare Daniel 2:44 with this verse. 
This implies that the thrones of the Gentile kings and 
the little horn have been overturned. 
The Ancient of Days is Christ (Isa. 9:6; Micah 5:2; John 
5:22). 
He sits in the attitude of a judge (Matt. 25:31) .. His 
white garment is a symbol of purity (Rev. 1:12-15). 
His throne is like flaming fire, speaks of his fiery 
judgment (II Thes. 1:7~8). "Wheels"---oriental thrones 
moved on wheels. 

2. The spectators and subjects of this judgment (v. 10). 

3. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

The 

(1) 

(2) 

~) 

"A fiery stream"---the idea of judgment flowing from 
God upon wickedness. 
This innumberable company of either saints or angels 
or maybe both (Deut. 33:2; Job 25:3; Ps. 68:17; Heb. 
12:22; Jude 14; Matt. 25:32; Rev. 5:11). 
"The judgment was set"---the court was ready for the 
judgment at hand. 
"The books were opened" (Ex. 32:32; Isa. 65:6; Dan. ·12: 
1; Luke 10:20). The books show the judgment was deserved. 

beast is judged (v. 11). 

The boastful speaking of the horn (Rev. 13:6; Dan.7:8). 
The little horn is seen here to be a person. 
The beast is the Roman Empire. The Roman Empire in its 
revived state is to be slain by Christ. The Antichrist 
is the little horn, not the beast in Daniel 7. John's 
beast is not slain (Rev. 19:20). The beast is the em
pire and would include Antichrist (Rev. 19:20; II Thess. 
2:8). 
The beast cast into the fire (Matt. 25:46). 
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4. The other beasts lose their power, yet their lives are pro
longed (v. 12; Matt. 25:34). The meaning is either that 
some portion of the other three empires remain on earth in 
the kingdom of Christ. Or, it may mean that each of the pre
vious three had been brought to an end by the beginning of 
its respective successor yet continued on in some sense, 
but this was not true of the fourth. 

III. A SCENE IN HEAVEN (7:13-14). 

1. Christ is called "the Son of man" (Matt. 8:20; 9:6; 20:23; 
11:19; 16:27,28; 19:28; 24:30; 25:31). Christ probably 
had this verse in mind when He used this term of Himself. 

2. Christ is the second Adam, the Lord from Heaven. When 
Christ comes to rule He will come in human form to rule as 
a human king, but with all the perfections of divinity. 

3. "Clouds of heaven" (Matt. 24:30; Mark 13:26; Rev. 1:7). 
4. The Ancient of Days in verse 13 is the Father. The title 

is used interchangeably (John 10:30). Christ. is tore
ceive the kingdom from the Father (Luke 22:29; Ps. 2:6-8; 
Luke 19:11-12). He is granted all the features of abso
lute rule. 

5. The time of the coronation of the King is either.in the 
middle of the Seventieth Week or near the end (Rev. 11:15). 

6. "Brought him near before him"---two persons here. 
7. The universal and eternal kingdom given to Christ (v. 14; 

Zech. 14:9; 9:10; Ps. 72:8; Isa. 24:23). 
8. Christ's kingdom will be a literal kingdom like the four 

preceding ones, but unlike them it will be lasting and 
self-contained. 

IV. THE INTERPRETATION OF DANIEL'S VISIONS (7:15-28). 

1. Daniel is troubled because of the three visions (v. 15). 
Body and spirit are sometimes separated (Jas. 2:26). The 
Hebrew word for body means literally "sheath," the body 
being viewed as containing the spirit as a scabbard con
tains the sword. 

2. He still in vision state talks to the angel Gabriel (v. 16). 
3. The four kingdoms and their dynasty (v. 17). Kings and 

kingdoms interchangeably here. The first beast was Nebu
chadnezzar while the last three represented kingdoms. 
"From earth" shows the earthly origin of these kingdoms. 

4. The saints take the kingdom (v. 18). 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

This especially Daniel's people, the Jews (Deut. 28: 
13; Zech. 13:8-9). But it also includes the saints of 
the church age (Rev. 20:4). 
Those not saints will not be in the kingdom (Matt. 
25:31-46; 13:47-50). 
The Most High is a plural form, in contrast to several. 
employments of the singular (3:26; 4:2,17,24), but it 
unquestionably refers to God. 
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(4) God gave His power first to Adam; then to Israel; then 
to the Gentiles; then to Christ and His saints. 

(5) The words "possess the kingdom" carries the thought 
of authority of ownership. "For ever, even for ever 
and ever" can be translated "for an age, even for an 
age of ages." 

5. His inquiry about the fourth beast (vv. 19-20). 
6. The second coming of Christ (vv. 19-20). 

(1) The little horn became more stout than his fellows, 
showing the rise of Antichrist to world prominence. 
See again verse 20. 

(2) The Antichrist makes war with the saints in the latter 
half of the tribulation (Dan. 9:26-27; Rev. 12:1-6, 
13-17). Life will not be easy for those who love God 
in these awful days. 

(3) The Antichrist shall prevail even against the saints 
until the coming of Christ (v. 22; II Thess. 2:8; Rev. 
19:19-21). 

7. The interpretation (vv. 23-27). 

(1) The fourth beast is the Roman Empire (v. 23). To 
conquer the world. 

(2) The ten kings and "another" king (v. 24). 

a. The kingdom of Rome is seen here in its first and 
last stages. The last stage comes out of the fourth 
kingdom! 

b. Since the Antichrist emerges from among them and 
conquers three of them these kings must all reign at 
the same time and while the Roman Empire still exists. 
Consider Revelation 13:1-2; 17:12-14. 

8. The work of the little horn (v. 25). 

(1) To speak against God (vv. 8,25; 11:36; Rev. 13:5-6; 
I John 2:18). 

(2) To wear out the saints. This means injustice, seizure 
of property, outright physical persecution---a wretched 
existence. He will murder some of them (Rev. 11:7; 13: 
7-15; 17:6; 20:4). 

(3) To change times and laws (Dan. 2:21). This probably 
refers to the Mosaic Law and even civil laws throughout 
the world. Consider the abolition of the death penalty, 
the equal rights idea, women preachers, no spanking of 
children, changes in Baptist practices, etc. 

(4) The saints will be in his hands for three and a half 
years. First, the placing of a singular (time), a plural 
(times), and a half (half time) together makes sense only 
if they refer to a total of three and one half of some 
unit of time. Seven times means seven years (Dan. 4:16; 
4:23,25.) The Hebrew equivalent of the same phrase is 
used in Daniel 12:7 and 12:12. Revelation confirms the 
same (Rev. 13:5; 12:14,6; 11:2-3). 
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9. The judgment of the nations (v. 26; Rev. 17:14; 19:20; 
II Thess. 2:8). 

10. The Messiah's kingdom (vv. 14, 18, 22, 27). 

(1) Christ's earthly kingdom to be eternal (Isa. 9:7; Luke 
1:33; Rev. 11:15; 22:5). It is only after the destruc
tion of the little horn that the kingdom of Chri.st is 
mentioned. Hence Christ's spiritual rule over the 
church cannot be meant. 

(2) His kingdom is to be universal (Dan. 2:44; Zeck. 14:9). 

11. Daniel is troubled (v. 28). The thought is that Daniel's 
normal healthy color drained from his face and he became 
pale, the common result of shock. 

"Wonderful hope, He is coming again, 
Coming as King o'er the nations to reign; 

Glorious promise, His Word cannot fail, 
His righteous kingdom at last must prevail!" 
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THE BOOK OF DANIEL 

Chapter Eight 

The VlSlOn in chapter 8 concerns a portion of the overall 
period of time symbolized in the visions of chapter 7. Here we are 
concerned with Medo-Persia and Greece. 

I. THE SETTING OF THE VISION (8:1-2). 

1. The time of the vision (v. 1). This was about 551 B.C. 
This vision, like the one in chapter 7, was given well be
fore the events recorded in chapter 5. This vision was 
two years after the one in chapter 7. 

2. The place of the vision (v. 2). Daniel was in Shushan, 
a city about 230 miles east of Babylon and 120 miles north 
of the Persian Gulf. It had earlier been the capital of 
Elam, now just an important eastern city, soon to become 
the capital of Persia under Cyrus (Neh. 1:1; Esth. 1:2). 
Ulai, known classically as the Eulaeus, was an artificial 
canal about 900 feet wide, which flowed between the Choaspes 
and the Coprates Rivers, passing close to Shushan on the 
northeast. 

II. THE VISION OF THE RAM AND THE HE-GOAT (8:3-8). 

1. The ram with the horns (v. 3). 
(1) This ram symbolized "the kings of Media and Persia" 

(v. 20). 
(2) The Persian ruler bore the head of a ram as he stood at 

the head of his army. Persia also had coins with a ram's 
head. 

(3) One horn became higher---Persia gained control of 
Media and Persia became the greater of the two nations. 
This is the two arms of the image and the bear raised up 
on one side (7:2). 

2. The movement of the Ram (v. 4). 

(1) Medo-Persia made conquests westward, northward, and 
southward. Conquests to the east were not significant. 

(2) The conquests of Cyrus and his successors were mainly to 
the west (Babylon, Mesopotamia, Syria, and Asia Minor, 
including Greece), then northward (Colchis, Armenia, 
Iberia, and the dwellers of the Caspian Sea area), and 
then southward (Judea, Egypt, Ethiopia, and Libya). 

(3) "Neither was there any that could deliver out of his 
hand"---implying other animals incapable of stopping 
his conquests. 

(4) "Became great"---in power in the world of his day. 

3. The He-Goat (v. 5). 

(1) This buck of the goats symbolized "the king of Greece" 
(v. 21). The notable horn was Alexander the Great. 
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Note 7:21. 
(2) The national emblem of Greece was a goat, found on the 

coins, the C?pital called "Aegae" means "goat city," 
located adjacent to a sea called "Agean" or "goat sea". 
A son of Alexander by Roxana was called "Aegus," or 
"a son of a goat." 

(3) Came from the west---Greece is west of Persia. 
(4) Alexander conquered the known world of his day without 

touching the ground in about 12 years. He leaped the 
Hellespont in 334 B.C., and with an army of 30,000 in~ 
fantry and 5,000 cavalry he defeated a Persian force 
on the banks of the Granicus. By a swift advance east
ward he, in the following year, 333 B.C., defeated at 
Issus a Persian army of 60,000 men, commanded by the 
Persian king, Darius III. After minor conquests in 
Phoenicia and Egypt he returned to Syria, where on the 
banks of the Tigris River he defeated an army of one 
million men led by Darius. 

4. The Goat attacks the Ram (v. 6). 

(1) The Goat draws near to the Ram as they are getting ready 
for combat. 

(2) With about 35,000 troops Alexander crossed the Hellespont, 
thereby coming immediately into Persian territory. 
Not far away was the Granicus River, which he found 
necessary to cross and where a large Persian force a
waited him. 

5. The Ram is defeated (v. 7). 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Daniel not only saw the Ram knocked to the ground but 
trampled upon. 
This was the wrath of Greece against the Persians for 
invasion of their land in former days, and of the cruel
ties they suffered under this invasion. 
In 331 Alexander defeated Darius Codomanus, and in 330 
B.C. he completed his conquest of Persia. 
Mighty Persia could not stand before the small army of 
Alexander the Great. 

6. The death of Alexander and the fourfold divisions of his 
kingdom (v. 8). 

(1) The He-Goat became greater than the Ram. Alexander died 
when he had just subjected all Medo-Persia to himself. 
On returning to Babylon from the east, he was taken with 
a severe fever and in June, 323 B.C., died at the age of 
32. 

(2) Four of his generals divided his kingdom. Gassander 
took Macedonia, Thessaly, Greece---the western division. 

(3) Lysimachus took Thrace, Cappadocia, and much of Asia 
Minor---the northern division. 

(4) Selecus took Syria, Babylonian, Media---the eastern part. 
(5) Ptolemy took Egypt, Cyrus---the southern part. 
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(6) There would be a division in the third kingdom before 
the rise of the fourth kingdom. 

III. THE EMERGENCE OF THE LITTLE HORN (8:9-10). 

1. The little horn---Antiochus Epiphances, eighth king in the 
Syrian dynasty who reigned from 175-164 B.C. (v. 9). 

(1) All the horns which Daniel saw grow on the He-Goat 
grew contrary to nature. The one horn, then four horns 
in its place, and afterward another horn apparently 
growing out o,f the one of the four. 

(2) The little horn in chapter 7 is Antichrist; the little 
horn here is Antiochus Epiphanes---the Antichrist of 
the Old Testament. 

(3) "Toward the south"---Antiochus fought against Ptolemy 
Philometer and Egypt. 

(4) "The east"---those who sought to change the government 
of Persia. He campaigned in Mesopotamia, particularly 
Armenia. 

(5) "The glorious land"---Palestine and Jerusalem (Jer. 3:19; 
Ps. 132:13). This was on his return from Egypt. He 
killed 80,000 men, women and children, sold 40,000 of 
the people into slavery. 

2. He cast down some of the stars of Heaven (v. 10, 24; Jer. 
33:22). Stars signifies God's people---the Jews in this 
text (Gen. 12:3; 15:5; 22:17; 37:9-10; Ex. 12:41). 
Antiochus would oppress God's people in their land. He 
put to death large numbers of the Jews who resisted his un
fair regulations. He wanted to make them Grecian in their 
thinking and ways. 

(1) The appearance of the supernatural is a fearful sight 
to mere mortals (Judg. 6:22-23; Job 42:5-6; Isa. 6:1-5). 

(2) The time of the end seems to point to the end of Gentile 
rule over the Jews. Reference seems to be to Antichrist 
as Antiochus did not live in the time of the end of 
Syrian rule. He was the eighth out of twenty-six kings 
who ruled over Syria. Antiochus died 135 years before 
the last of the four kingdoms disappeared. 

3. Daniel asleep (v. 18). 
4. The last end of the indignation (v. 19). 

(1) In what sense can the period of oppression by Antiochus 
be called "the last end of the indignation?" Why speak 
of the short period of just over six years as the latter 
portion of the time of indignation? 

(2) It seems the angel Gabriel is dealing with the Antichrist 
of which Antiochus was a type. Antiochus' oppression is 
the partial fulfillment of the prophetic vision; the 
Antichrist is the complete fulfillment. 

(3) This is the whole period of Israel's suffering, and it 
is called an indignation (Deut. 29:24-28). This is God's 
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displeasure against Israel for her sins (Zech. 1:12). 

V. THE INTERPRETATION OF THE RAM AND THE HE-GOAT (8:20-22). 

1. The Ram was the kings of Medo-Persia (v. 20). 
2. The He-Goat was the king of Greece (v. 21). Literally, 

"king of Javan," the name by which the Hebrews knew the 
Greeks (Gen. 10:2,4; Isa. 66:19; Ezek. 27:13). 

3. The fourfold division of the kingdom of Greece (v. 22). 
None of the four generals of Alexander ruled with the 
strength he did. 

VI. THE LATTER TIME OF THE KINGDOM (8:23-26). 

1. A king of fierce countenance (v. 23). 

(1) The time of this is near the close of the Grecian rule 
and before the Rome Empire. The king is Antiochus, who 
is a type of the Antichrist. 

(2) Sinful actions will become ripe for judgment (Gen. 15: 
16; Matt. 23:32; I Thess. 2:16). 

2. Further description of this king (vv. 24-25). Here again 
is both Antiochus and Antichrist. 

(1) Their power came from Satan (Rev. 13:2; 17:13,17) 
and both were successful (II Thess. 2:9-12). 

(2) They persecute the Jews (Dan. 11:40; Zeck. 13:8-9; 
14:1-2). 

(3) They magnify themselves. Antiochus printed his coins 
with "Theos Antiochus, Theos Epiphanes, God manifest." 
See II Thess. 2:4 for Antichrist. 

(4) Stand against Christ the Prince. Antiochus died over 
a hundred and sixty years before Christ. It is Anti
christ. 

(5) "Without hands"---Antiochus died of a foul disease and 
lost his power without human intervention. 

3. The understanding delayed and the effect upon Daniel (vv. 
26-27). His presence in Susa was purely visionary or it 
may have been that he was actually transported there. 
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THE BOOK OF DANIEL 

Chapter Nine 

I. THE SEVENTY YEARS OF THE DESOLATION OF JERUSALEM (9:1-2). 

1. The time of it (v. 1). 

(1) Daniel was carried captive in 605 B.C. The first year 
of Darius the Mede was either 536 or 535 B.C. Daniel 
had been captive about 70 years. 

(2) He is called "the Mede" to distinguish him from Darius 
the Persian. He was made king by Cyrus, his nephew. 

2. A collection of books recognized as sacred by the Judeans 
(v. 2). .;;,. 

(1) The books could have been statements in the following 
books of the Bible (Jer. 25:11-12; 29:10-14; Ezra 1:1; 
Zech. 1:12-17), if all were written at this time. 

(2) Daniel took the years to be literal years, not highly 
symbolic. He believed God would fulfill His prophetic 
Word, yet he realized human responsibility and prayed 
fervently. Sovereignity does not excuse prayer! 

(3) Though a prophet he was not above reading (II Tim. 4:13). 

II. DANIEL'S PREPARATION FOR PRAYER (9:3-4). 

1. He not only faced Jerusalem but the God of Jerusalem (v. 3). 
(1) Prayer is to sit God before us and ourselves in His pre

sence. It is to recognize His Lordship and authority. 
(2) This speaks of the fixedness of his thoughts, the firm

ness of his faith, and the fervor of his affections. 
(3) Real prayer requires faith in God's Word, proper atti

tude of mind and heart, privacy, and unhurried confes
sion and petition. 

(4) He dressed in the manner to indicate his unworthiness 
before God and to show national mourning. 

2. He prayed to God (v. 4), not idols, angels, departed saints, 
Mary, living doll, man upstairs, old buddy, etc. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 
(5) 

(6) 

This prayer compares with the one uttered by Ezra (9: 
5-15) and Nehemiah (1:9). 
There is a vast gulf between a man who dies and the 
mighty and dreadful Sovereign of the universe (Gen. 18: 
27; Isa. 6:5; Eph. 3:14; Rev. 1:17). 
He approached Him as the covenant-keeping God---"Lord 
God." God keeps all covenants He makes and then always 
extends steadfast love to man in his frailty and inabil
ity to live up to them. 
As a God before Whom he was a sinner---"confession." 
As a God dreadful and terrible in His threatenings and 
judgments. 
As a God faithful to His Word and promise---"keeping 
the covenant." He is as good as His Word. 
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III. DANIEL'S PRAYER OF CONFESSION (9:5-14). 

1. A penitent confession (v. 5). Daniel speak for his nation 
and himself in this prayer. A fourfold description---

DH DANIEL'S PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS AND RESTORATION (9: 15-19). 

1. The strong God delivers His pe9ple (v. 15). 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

The Egyptian deliverance demonstrated God's power (Ex. 
6:1; Neh. 1:10). 
The deliverance from Babylon showed His power (Jer. 
29:10,14). 
The future deliverance from Gentile nations will too 
(Jer. 16:14-15; 23:7-8). 
God did and will do this for His own glory (Ex. 14:18; 
Neh. 9:10). 

2. A plea for the removal of God's wrath (v. 16; Ps. 31:1). 
Note that he substitutes the people for Jerusalem here. 

3. A plea to hear his humble prayer (v. 17). "For the Lord's 
sake"---all prayers must be asked on the basis of God's 
mercy, for no man deserves God's favor. 

4. A petition for the city (v. 18). Land forsaken, city and 
temple in ruin, fields uncultivated, possessed by their 
enemies, no place to worship, etc. Daniel thought that 
God's house was more important than the people's houses. 

5. He asked God to answer his prayer for His own sake (v. 19; 
Ps. 79:9; Deut. 9:4-5; Ezek. 36:22,32). 

V. THE COMING OF THE ANGEL GABRIEL (9:20-23). 

1. Daniel's prayer was vocal, not mental (v. 20). 

2. The angel Gabriel comes before his prayer is finished (v. 
21; Isa. 65:24). 
(1) The expression, "the man Gabriel" could be translated 

"the servant, the strong one of the strong God." Gabriel 
is the chief angel of communication. He is called here 
the man to 1 identifY, him with the one seen in 8:16. 

(2) Angels can fly swiftly (Ezek. 1:14) and they do have 
wings. 

(3) The interruption came at the normal time for prayer 
(Ezra 9:5; Ps. 141:2). The sacrifice was no longer 
being offered since the altar was destroyed and the 
Lord's people dispersed. 

3. He comes to give understanding (v. 22) . 
.~ ... ' 

4. The Lord ordered the angel to come (v. 23; Ps. 103:20-22). 

VI. THE PLAN OF THE SEVENTY WEEKS (9:24a). 

1. Gabriel interrupted Daniel's prayer to give one of the most 
important prophecies in the Bible. He related that Israel's 
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70-years ot Babylonian captivity was a type of a longer 
dispersion which was to last seven times as long. 

2. The seventy weeks {s-an interpretation of prophetic chrono
logy. It is the key which unlocks Christ's Olivet discourse 
and the Book of Revelation. 

3. "Seventy weeks"---literally seventy sevens in the original. 

(1) The word translated "weeks" signifies "a period of seven." 
Whether these are days, weeks, or years is to be deter
mined by the context and other Scripture. 

(2) The idea of "year" is not expressed by the word "weeks" 
but by "seven" (Gen. 29:27-30; Lev. 23:15-16; 25:8). 

(3) In the Divine scale here a day stands for a year of 
360 days of Jewish time (Num. 14:34; Ezek. 4:6). Gabriel 
speaks of 490 years. This fits the context. 

4. "Determined"---appointed of God for the accomplishment of 
certain events. God has a comprehensive plan in which future 
events are rendered certain and concieved as a part of an 
overall plan which is being executed by God Himself. 

5. "Upon thy people"---Daniel's people was the Jews. This is 
God's program for Israel, not both Jew and Gentile, not the 
church. The church has no relation to Jerusalem, nor can 
she claim some of the promises given to Israel. God does 
not call Israel His people here! 

6. "Thy holy city"---Jerusalem (v. 19). This covers the time 
when the Jews are dwelling in their own land. The Jews in 
Jerusalem are God's time clock. 

VII. THE SIXFOLD PURPOSE OF THE SEVENTY WEEKS (9:24b). 

1. "To finish the transgression"---the sin of Israel in reject
ing her Messiah (John 1:11; 19:14-15). 

(1) This was Israel's greatest sin (John 19:11). This was 
a national sin (Matt. 27:25). 

(2) This transgression cannot be finished until Israel as 
a nation repent and turn to God. It is not yet finish
ed as they are in a state of disfavor with God. 

2. "To make an end of sin"---the special sin of Israel. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

"To make and end" means "to shut, close, seal." This 
word was regularly used to indicate the closing of a 
letter or state document. 
There is special sense in which Christ died for Israel 
(John 11:51). 
Sinning shall cease in Israel when they are brought into 
the full enjoyment of the blessings of Christ's death at 
Calvary (Rom. 11:25-27). 

3. "To make reconciliation for iniquity"---iniquity of Israel. 

(1) This literally means "to cover, to forgive, expiate, 
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-----~--· 'f . 
(2) 

(3) 

atone for." 
This will be fulfilled at the second coming of Christ 
to earth (Rev. 1:7; Matt. 25:29-31). A nation will be 
born in a day (Zech. 12:10-13:1; Isa. 66:8). 
Then that foreshadowed by the annual atonement will 
become a reality. Israel's Day of Atonement is future. 

------~--~----------~--------~--------~------------------------~ 
4. "To bring in everlasting righteousness"---to cause to come 

in the righteousness of the ages. In the first three items 
sin was done away with, opening the way for its opposite to 
be introduced. 

(1) The righteousness of the ages signified there are rules 
of conduct that are right and will be reckoned as right 
throughout all ages---God's standard of ethics and mor
als. 

(2) This points to Christ's coming regime of righteousness 
(Isa. 11:4-5,9; 32:1; 60:21; Ezek. 20:37-40). Righteous
ness will be established when Israel's transgression is 
finished and the 490 years expire (Jer. 31:33-34; ~3:14-
16). 

5. "To seal up the vision of prophecy"---to seal up a matter is 
the fulfillment of it. The prophecy of Daniel will be con
firmed by the fulfillment of that predicted. 

6. "To anoint the most holy"---the holy of holies, the Millen
nial Temple of Ezekiel 40-48. 
(1) The phrase "holy of holies" (this is how it ought to 

read in our version) occurs 39 times in the Old Testa
ment, and it always refers to the Tabernacle or Temple. 

(2) The mo~t holy is a·place, not a person. The term is 
used of the altar of burnt offering (Ex. 29:37; 40:10), 
the altar of incense (Ex. 30:10), the two altars with 
all the vessels of the sanctuary, the ark of the cov
enant, shewbread, candlestick, basins, and other vessels 
(Ex. 30:29), and the hill on which the Temple stood 
(Ezek. 43:12) and the whole new Temple in the Millennium 
(Ezek. 45:3). 

(3) Christ, the One greater than Solomon, will build this 
Temple (Zech. 6:12-13). 

(4) The anointing is the return of the Shekinah glory from 
the east (Ezek. 43:1-6). 

VIII. THE PROGRAM OF THE SEVENTY WEEKS (9:25). 

1. The threefold division of the 70 weeks---7 weeks (49 years), 
62 weeks (434 years), and 1 week (7 years). 

2. The beginning point---the command to rebuild Jerusalem. 

(1) The first decree to build the Temple was given by 
Cyrus in 537 B.C. (Ezra 1:1-4; Isa. 44:28). 
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(2) The seconCI. decree was gT\reri by Dari-us- in S19 :B.C. 
(Ezra 6:1-12; 5:1-17). A reaffirmation of the decree 
of Cyrus. 

(3) The third decree was given by Artaxerxes, king of Per
sia, in 458 B.C. (Ezra 7:11-22). It had to do with 
the Temple. 

(4) The fourth was given by Artaxerxes Longimanus in 445 
B.C. (Neh. 2:1-8). The "Encyclopedia Britannica" makes 

-- --- --- - -------

Artaxerxes receive the throne 465 B.C. and the 20th 
year would then be 445 B.C. (Neh. 4:7-8,16-18). 

3. The terminus of the 69 weeks---Messiah the Prince. What 
period of the life of Christ is meant here? His birth, bap
tism, triumphal entry, or death? 

(1) His triumphal entry---His public proclamation of His 
Messiahship (Zech. 9:9; John 12:1,12-15; Luke 19:35-44). 
Before this time He has requested that His Messiahship 
not be declared (Matt. 9:30; 12:16; 17:9). 

(2) "This thy day" in Luke 19:41 is "in this day" in the 
Greek text. See Isaiah 46:10. 

4. The time counted. 

(1) 

(2) 

The de_cr_e_e o_f Cvrus. From 536_ B ._C. to 30 _A AD. is 566 
years. By multiplying-566 ye-ars by 365·~, I get 206, .s_gc. 

·.· By dividing 360 days, a Jewish year, into 206,590 days, 
I get 573. This is 90 years too much.unless there is 
a time gap between the 49 years and the 434 years. 
The decree of Artaxerxes. From 445 B.C. to A. D. 30 
are solor years of 365 days. This is 475 years. When 
we multiply 475 years by 365, the number of days in a 
solor year, plus 115 days for leap years, we have 
173,485 days. Divide these days by 360, the number of 
years in a Jewish year, we have 481 years and 325 days. 
This is within less than 2 years of the time. There is 
evidently an error in profane chronology. 

IX. THE GREAT PARENTHESIS (9:26) .. 

1. The continuous theory is wrong. 

(1) The Messiah is crucified after 69 weeks and before the 
70th week. 

(2) The purpose of the 70 weeks were to be accomplished at 
the end of the whole 70, not 69%. The weeks were deter
mined upon Daniel's people and Jerusalem, not Christ. 

2. The gap theory holds there is a great parenthesis of time 
between the historical fulfillmint of the two events of 
verse 26. The crucifixion was in A.D. 30 and the destruc
tion of the city of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. One was 40 years 
after the other. 

3. The gap theory holds there is a great parenthesis of time 
between the 69 weeks and the 70th week. 
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(1) A division is indicated in 49 years, 434 years, and the 
7 years. 

(2) A gap is -demanded between -th; historical f~lfillment of 
the two events of verse 26. The crucifixion was in A.D. 
30 and the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. There 
was 40 years difference. 

(3) The fulfillment of the events in verse 24 have never 
happened. 

(4) A gap is not uncommon in O.T. prophecy (Isa. 9:6; 61:1-2; 
Zech. 9:9-10; I Peter 1:11). 

(5) Christ declared the 70th week was future (Matt. 24:15-21, 
29-30). 

a. God has not cast off Israel forever. 
b. It is impossible to set the time of Christ's. second com

~ng. 

c. Daniel passed over the church age in silence. The 
pomp and glory of the Christian Era are passed over 
with complete silence. The church was a mystery to 
the Old Testament saints (Eph. 3:1-6). 

X. THE FOUR EVENTS BETWEEN THE SIXTY-NINTH AND SEVENTIETH WEEKS (9: 
26). 
1. The 

(1) 

(2) 

Messiah would be crucified---"Messiah be cut off." 

This points to Christ dying at Calvary for the sins of 
His peeple. Forsaken of the Father. 
The passage can read: "Messiah cut off and shall have 
nothing." Nothing that belongs to Him as the Messiah was 
given to Him at that time. 

2. Jerusalem and the Temple destroyed---"shall destroy the city 
and the sanctuary." 

(1) Christ refused to recognize the Jewish Temple as God's 
house after Matthew 21. Note Matthew 23:38 and Luke 
21:24. 

(2) Titus Vespasianus destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple in 
A. D. 70 (John 11:48). 

3. The coming prince---"the prince that shall come." 

(1) Neither Christ nor the Jews destroyed Jerusalem---the 
Romans did. 

(2) This prince was not Titus. The use of "people" and 
"prince that shall come" imply the prince would come 
after Titus • 

(3) Daniel doubtless knew this coming prince was the little 
horn in chapter 7. He would be the head of the revived 
Roman Empire, the last Gentile ruler, Antichrist. 

4. The desolation of Palestine---"cmto the end of the war de
solations are determined." 

(1) Better translated as "Its end shall come with a flood, 
and even to the end there shall be war, and desolations 
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are determined" (A.O.T.). 
(2) Since A.D. 70 Jerusalem has experienced desolation. No 

former and latter rains. One war after another (Luke 
21:24). This will continue until the Millennium (Isa. 35: 
1; 55:13; 67:6; Joel 2:24-27; Matt. 24:6-7; Zech. 14:1-3). 

XI. THE SEVENTIETH WEEK (9:27). 

1. The "he" is the coming Roman prince. (Matt. 24:5; John 5:43). 
The Messiah of verse 26 was Christ. But the "he" in verse 
27 points to the nearest antecedent---"the prince that shall 

II Wh come. y---

(1) Christ did not make a seven-year covenant with the Jews. 
He made an everlasting covenant with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit. <;hrist fuliilled :th_e______r_emri.r:_em_en_ts of the 
covenant during His time on earth. But Christ and the 
everlasting covenant looks to eternity past; the coven
ant in Daniel 9 is a covenant in time. 

(2). Christ did not cause the Jewish sacrifices to cease. 
They continued to A.D. 70. 

(3) Christ did not set up an idol in the Temple in Jerusalem. 

2. The covenantbeglns;when the seventieth week begins (Isa. 28: 
2,14-22). This 1~ the seven years in Revelation 11:2-3. Note 
Revelation 11:7; 13:5,7; 12:6 here also. This is Revelation 
6:1-2. 
(1) Amillennialists say this must be a covenant between God 

and men because of the Hebrew word "berith." But the 
covenant of grace was made between the Trinity, not with 
man and God. 

(2) The same Hebrew term is used of the covenant between 
Ahab and Benhaddad (I Kings 20:34), and also between Eph
raim and Assyria (Hos. 12:1), and also of the treaty be
tween Antiochus and Ptolemy Philometer (Dan. 11:22). The 
same Hebrew word is translated 15 times in the Old Testa
ment by our English word "league." 

(3) This covenant will permit the re-establishment of the 
Jewish Temple sacrificial system (Matt. 24:15; II Thess. 
2:4; Rev. 11:1-2). 

(4) The coming prince will cause the sacrifice and the obla
tion to cease. Tear up his agreement as a mere scrap of 
paper. 

(5) This treaty is made with "many," implying some will not 
be involved in it. Antichrist will make a covenant which 
will give them the protection of the revived Roman Em
pire---the United States of Europe. 

(6) The sacrifice will cease because upon the battlements 
shall be the idols of the desolator (Matt. 24:15). The 
abomination is the idol of Antichrist (I Kings 11:5-7). 
It will stand in the holy place in the new Temple (II 
Thess. 2:4; Rev. 13:14-15). 

(7) The purpose of God will be done---"that determined shall 
be poured upon the desolator (Dan. 7:11; II Thess. 2:8). 
God will have the last word in human history. The world 
is not out of control. 
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THE BOOK OF DANIEL 

Chapter Ten 

I. THE TIME OF THE VISION (10:1). 

1. It came at least 72 years after he was carried away captive 
to Babylon. 

2. Cyrus issued the command to rebuild Jerusalem the first year 
of his reign (Ezra 1:1-11). 

3. Only 42,360 return to their homeland (Ezra 2:64). Daniel 
did not return either due to his age (90 years or more), or 
because he could be of more help by staying in Babylon (Ezra 
4:1-6). 

4. Daniel's revelation (I Cor. 2:9-12). A secret which other
wise he could never have known. 

5. "The time appointed" can read "great warfare" or "involved 
great suffering." The implication is there is great suf
fering and conflict ahead for Daniel's people. It literally 
means "a host going to war," or "a long calamitious warfare." 

II. THE THREE-WEEK FAST (10:2-3). 

1. Daniel's mourning took the form of a fast (v. 2). Did he mourn 
because he saw his people would kill the Messiah? the desola
tion would follow the rebuilding of Jerusalem? because the 
Jews did not return on a great scale? because they were hav
ing trouble with the Samaritans? Note I Cor. 7:5. 

2. He did not eat pleasant food, nor drink any wine, nor anoint 
himself (v. 3; Deut. 16:3). The custom was to anoint the 
body daily, the oil being applied to the exposed skin that 
might be burned by the sun (Ps. 104:15). It was normally 
discontinued during mourning (II Sam. 12:20; 14:2). 

III. DANIEL'S VISION OF GOD (10:4-6). 

1. The time---Passover time---24th of Nisan (v. 4). See Exodus 
12:14-18 .. The place---the Tigris River. 

2. The certain man (vv. 5-6). 

(1) It is best to understand this to be a Christophanic ap
pearance of the Angel of Jehovah, the uncreated Messenger 
of the Covenant, Jehovah-Jesus. 

(2) This happenedto John (Rev. 1:14-16) and Ezekiel (1:26-28). 
(3) The certain man is dressed like a priest (Ex. 28:39-43). 

The girdle was embroidered with fine gold---varying 
from six inches in width to two inches. 

(4) The Uphaz is mentioned only one other time (Jer. 10:9) 
and remains unidentified. May be Ophir (I Kings 9:28; 
Job 22:24; 28:16; Isa. 13:12). 
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VI. 

(1) This was not Cyrus nor his son Cambyses. Cyrus would 
have been called king. Cambyses could not have resist
ed an angel of God. 

(2) A good angel would not have withstood anpther , good 
angel. This was an evil angel (Eph. 6:12), or a demon 
of a high rank assigned by Satan over Persia. The Devil 
is called the "prince of the power of the air" (Eph. 2:2) .. 

(3) Gabriel was helped by Michael the guardian angel of Is
rael (Dan. 12:1). The struggle had been over the position 
of influence over the Persian ruler. 

(4) The word "kings" is in the plural because the place of 
influence won would continue with future kings of Persia. 

5: The p~rpose of Gabriel's visit (v. 14; Gen .. 49: 1). 

(1) The angel's words concerned what would happen to Daniel's 
people, the Jews, not the Gentiles. 

(2) "The days" are the "latter days" just mentioned. This 
points to the 70th week and the restoration of Israel 
(Deut. 4:25-31; Ezek. 38:8,16; Hos. 3:4-5). 

6. Daniel becomes unable to speak while the angel continued to 
speak (v. 15). 

DANIEL IS STRENGTHEN IN ORDER TO RECEIVE THE VISION (10:16-21). 

1. A son of man touched his mouth (v. 16). An angel who appear-
. ed ·like a man.,. To give him strength (Ex. 4 :10-1~; Isa. 6 :6-7). 

2. His strength and breath is gone (v. 17). 
3. He ~s strengthened by the angel (v. 18). Th~ song writer has 

written:-"Oh, the touch of His hand on mine ... There is 
grace and power in the trying hour, by the touch of His 
hand on mine." 

4. The strength of Daniel returns by !d_egree ;as the angel 
speaks (v. 19; Luke 22:43). 

5. The Prince of Persia and the Prince of Grecia (v. 20). 
(1) These are two fallen angels, or demons, Satan has ap

pointed over these kingdoms. 
(2) How litte· we consider the contention which goes on 

among good and evil angels. 
(3) "Gone forth" is used-elsewhere of one going forth to 

combat (II Kings 11:7). 
6: The S~ripthre of truth (v. 21). This is what is fixed in 

the determined counsel of God, the decrees and purposes of 
God (Ps. 139:15-18), the thing engraven in the eternal mind 
of God. Michael is the Prince of Israel (Jude 9). 
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THE BOOK OF DANIEL 

Chapter Eleven 

The 11th chapter gives a history of the world in its relation 
to Israel from Darius to the time of the end. Verses 2-35 deal 
especially with the wars of the Ptolemies and the Selecid kings. 
The Ptolemies ruled Egypt and were Egyptians; the Seleucid kings 
in the main were Greeks and rule in Syria. These people played 
ball with the land of Palestine for hundreds of year..s_.,_____ ~Sometimes 
the Jews were under the domination of one power and s·ometimes under 
another. Verses 2-35 cover part of the inter-Biblical period which 
is called the four hundred silent years. 

I. FOUR IMPORTANT KINGS OF MEDO-PERSIA (11:1-2). 

1. Here is a revelation of the future of the Medo-Persian Em
pire; that is, in addition to Cyrus and Darius. 

2. The three kings of Persia are: Cambyses (529-522 B.C.), 
Pseudo-Smerdis (522-521 B.C.), the usurper, and Darius I 
Hystaspes (521-486 B.C.). 

3. The rich king is Xerxes I (486-465 B.C.). He is called 
Ahasurerus in the Book of Esther. His invasion of Greece 
in 480 was disastrous. He spent four years gathering an 
army of 2,641,000 and 150 ships. 

II. THE RISE AND FALL OF ALEXANDER (11:3-4). 

1. This is Alexander, the son of Philip of Macedon, who con
quered the whole Eastern Asian World in twelve years (336-
323B.C.). 

2. His kingdom was divided among his four generals: Cassander 
took Macedonia and the Western Part; Lysimachus took Thrace 
and the Northern Part; Seleucus took Syria and the Eastern 
Part, and Ptolemy took Egypt and the Southern Part. 

III. PTOLEMY I SOTER AND SELEUCUS I NICATOR (11:5). 

1. The prophecy now narrows down to two of the four kingdoms. 
Palestine lay between Syria and Egypt. The Jews were 
grounded between the upper and lower millstone. 

2. The king of the South here is Ptolemy I Soter (323-285 B.C.). 
3. The one stronger than him is Seleucus I Nicator (412-281 B. 

c.). 
4. They combined their strength and defeated Antigonus, paving 

the way for Seleucus to gain control of the entire area 
from Asia Minor to India. These kings became rivals. 

IV. THE MARRIAGE OF THE DAUGHTER OF EGYPT TO THE KING OF SYRIA (11: 
6). 

1. Here is an intermarriage for political reasons between 
Egypt and Syria. The participants were Ptolemy II Phila
delphus and his daughter, Berenic~. who married Antiochus 
II Theos about 252 B.C. 
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V. 

VI. 

2. Berenice could not retain the political power. "He that 
strengthened her" is he that married her. Ptolemy died 
and Antiochus took back his wife, Laodice---who he divorced 
to marry Berenice at the demand of Ptolemy. Laodice poi
soned her husband. Berenice was assassinated, her child 

__ l<:illed, and ~er friends destroyed. 

PTOLEMY EUERGETES AND SELEUCUS CALLINICUS (11:7-9). 
1. Ptolemy Euergetes (246-221 B.C.) was the brother of Bere

nice who marched into Syria and took revenge by putting 
Laodice to death and capturing Selecia. He was forced to 
return due to an insurrection in Egypt (vv. 7-8). 

2. Ptolemy on his return took 40,000 talents of sliver, 2,500 
precious vessels and idols gods, and many princes. 

3. Seleucus Callinicus attacked Egypt about 240 B.C. He was 
defeated and returned to Syria (v. 9). 

THE STRUGGLE BETWEEN SELEUCUS AND ANTIOCHUS III, THE GREAT, 
AGAINST PTOLEMY PHILAPATOR (11:10-19). 
1. The sons of Seleucus Callinicus, Seleucus Ceraumus and 

Antiochus the Great both assembled large armies. Seleucus 
Ceraunus succeeded his father, but was unsuccessful against 
Egypt during his reign of two to three years. Antiochus 
the Great invaded Egypt successfully. He seized Tyre and 
Ptolemais, passing through Palestine, and marched against 
Gaza, the fortress of the kingdom of the South (v. 10). 
This was 218 B.C. 

2. Ptolemy Philopater was aroused by the invasion, and he de
feated Antiochus .at.1Raphia in 217 B.C. Philopater' s heart 
was lifted up by success and he returned to Egypt for plea
sure. He did not go on to conquer the king of the North 
(vv. 11-12). 

3. After 13 years of peace Antiochus marched against Ptolemy 
Epiphanes, the infant sons of Ptolemy Philopater (v. 13). 

4. One of the many who stood up against the infant king was 
Philip. king of Macedon, who agreed to divide the kingdom 
of Egypt with Antiochus. The robbers were Jews who Anti
ochus finally turned against (v. 14). 

5. The king of the South could not withstand Antiochus who 
subjected the whole land of Palestine (vv. 15-16). 

6. Due to Roman aid, Antiochus was forced to offer his daughter 
Cleopatra to Ptolemy Epiphanes, then seven years old. 
Cleopatra is called "the daughter of a woman" because she 
was still young and under the care of her mother and a 
nurse. They were married five years later. Cleopatra turn
ed against her father and congratulated the Romans for 
winning over her father (v. 17). 

7. To avenge himself against the Romans, Antiochus attacked 
the coasts and isles of Asia Minor with a fleet of 300 
ships. He was defeated at Magnesia, 190 B.C. by Scipio 
Asiaticus, the prince mentioned in the pro hec (v. 18 . 

-··~~=~--~---'-"8~ ... -........ --:-.~=t..;::!:Q..t::hus __ returne _<:)me-"=-~~~ e peace with his ent=mJ.es. 
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While attempting to pTunder-the ~enl_-ele of Bef in Elymais 
the people -slew him (v. -19y-:- ~-- ----

VII. SELEUCUS IV PHILOPATOR, THE RAISER OF TAXES (11:20). 

1. He reigned 12 years. 
2. He sent his treasurer, Helidrous, to confiscate the treasur

es of the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem. 

VIII. THE RISE OF ANT-IOCHUSIV EPIPHANES (11:21-23). 
1. This king of the North was Antiochus Ephiphanes, the young

er son of Antiochus the Great. He was unscupulous, cruel, 
-~nd of a savage nature, but did not lack courage and ability. 

2. Antiochus obtained the kingdom by seizer, no~norably. 
The throne belonged to Demetrius Soter, his young nephew 
and son of Seleucus Philopator. Demetrius was now a 
hostage in Rome. By slippery actions and with the aid 
of Eumenes, king of Pergammun, he took the kingdom (v. 21). 

3. With the help of his enemies he swept away the Egyptians 
in 170 B.C. and desposed the Jewish High Priest Onias~-
"the prince of the covenant'.' (v. 22). 

4. His informal alliance with king Eumenus and his brother 
Attalus, when he persuaded the Romans to recognize him 
(v. 23). 

IX. ANTIOCHUS' GROWTH IN POWER (11:24-26). 
1. Antiochus scattered the spoils of his conquest among his 

friends. The stronghold of Egypt were Pelusium, Naucratis, 
and Memphis which he occupied, but failed to take Alex
andria. He was finally checked by the Romans (v. 24). 

2. He made several expeditions against Egypt and defeated 
them (v. 25). Egypt's ruler at that time was Ptolemy 
Philometor (181-145 B.C.), one of two sons of Cleopatra, 
and also nephew to Antiochus. 

3. Those who should have supported the king of Egypt con
spired against him (v. 26). The trusted counselors who 
ate at his table are meant. His army shall be overflow
ing in size, but still many of its numbers shall fall 
dead. 

X. THE WICKEDNESS OF ANTIOCHUS (11:27-28). 
1. The struggle between Syria and Egypt led to various agree

ments which did not prosper (v. 27). 
2. Antiochus returned from Egypt with great riches and begin 

to manifest his hatred against the Jews (v. 28). 
3. Antiochus heard due to a false report of his death, Jason, 

whq h.::td been dep:t"ived~~ t_h,~_ higQ.__pri~_st' s off].ce___, had 
attacked Jerusalem to recover his office. Considerin-g this 
a revolt of the Jews, he attack Jerusalem and slew 40,000 
of the inhabitants, sold many slaves, and plundered the 
Temple. 

XI. ANTIOCHUS OPPOSED BY THE ROMANS (11:29-31). 
1. Antiochus in 168 B.C. led his troops to Egypt in order to 
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subj-ugate the two brothers---Ptolemy Pniiometer and Ptolemy 
Physcon. The brothers appealed to Rome (v. 29). 

2. Antiochus was met near Alexandria by a Roman consul, Gaius 
Popillius Laenas, who demanded that he leave Egypt. Gaius 
was backed by a Roman fleet in the bay which came from 
Chittim, a reference to the island of Cyprus (v. 30) .. 

3. Antiochus took his wrath on the Jews (vv. 30-31). He pol
luted the holy altar by offering a sow and forbidding the 
daily sacrifice. He erected in the holy place the image 
of Zeus Olympius (Dan. 8:23-25). 

XII. THE PERSECUTION OF ISRAEL (11:32-35). 

1. The period between Antiochus and the Messiah, the prince 
(vv. 32-33). See Larkin's "The Book of Daniel" pp. 242-
243. 

2. The gap between the Messiah and the time of the end (vv. 
33-35). 

(1) The Romans destroy Jerusalem in A.D. 70 (v. 33; Luke 
21:24). "Many days" is this dispensation---a time 
when the Jews are being robbed and spoiled. They are 
fallen, but not exterminated. 

(2) Refining has always been necessary among the people 
of God, and the normal instrument used has been suf
fering. 

(3) The phrase "time of the end" regularly signifies the 
final _gp.d-time (vv. 40; 12:4,9). Actually the time 
of Antiochus could not be called a "time of the end" 
of itself~ for it was not that. No time ended. The 
meaning is that the refinement of the Jews would con
tinue to the Great Tribulation and the Antichrist. 

(4) These events are appointed by God and must come to 
pass. 

XIII. THE ANTICHRIST, THE KING OF THE END TIME (11:36). 

l.The things in this verse were not fulfilled by Antiochus. 
Var:i_ous iQ~~§ ~re held c9.!'L to the _ide_p.tit_y of this king. 
Iben-Ezra---Constantine the Great; Rashi anp Caiv1n~~-the 
Roman Empire; Mauro---Herod the Great; etc. Jerome, 
Theodoret, Luther, and others make the passage refer to 
the New Testament Antichrist. 

2. This king is the little horn already mentioned (7:8,24;8: 
23; 9:26). It reads: "The king." 

3. His description---

(!) A wilful, king---"do according to his will." 
(2) A self-exalting king who exalts himself above God (II 

Thess. 2:4; Rev. 13:5-6). Antiochus worshipped the 
gods of Greece and demanded the same of the Jews. 

(3) He shall speak astonishing, unbelievable things 
against God (Dan. 7:25; Rev. 13:5). 

(4) The indigation is God's visitation of judgment on the 
Jews for their sins---the fulfillment of Antichrist's 
wicked course which will prepare them to receive their 
real Messiah. -52-



XIV. THE FINAL WORLD RELIGION (11:37-39). 

1. The wilful king will be anti-God and a homosexual 
37). 

(v. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

He will have no respect for the gods of his ancestors. 
Either the gods of the Romans, or the God of the Jew
ish fathers. It may mean no regard for any kind of a 
god, the true God or otherwise. 
He will be a homosexual. Antiochus had a number of 
women. Hence there is no reference here to him. 
He will defy God, taking the place of God Himself 
(II Thess. 2:4). 

2. He will accept force or power as his god. Military activ
ities will take the place of God for him (v. 38). His 
warfare will be expensive as it always is. 

3. The Antichrist will not hold back from attacking any 
stronghold (v. 39). He will honor those who submit to him 
with positions of leadership, giving them over which they 
are subrulers. This is an imitation of Christ's kingdom. 

4. The religion of the Tribulation is a materialist religion. 
It will exalt human power and attainment. Antichrist will 
be worshipped as god (Rev. 13:8). This is the worship of 
Satan in the person of Antichrist. All other religions 
will be destroyed (Rev. 17:16). Communism is a philosoph
ic and materialistic religion which knows no god, no super
natural. The Communists also divide the land. 

XV. THE WARS OF THE TRIBULATION (11:40-43) 

1. The time when Antichrist rules (v. 40). 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

"Time of the end" is a reference to the Tribulation 
period. In verse 35 it was "until the time of the 
end," but here it is "in" that time. 
The "king of the south" is Egypt and perhaps other 
Arab countries. He pushes like the goat did (8:4). 
The "king of the north" is Syria. He has been the 
subject of this section and is the most likely can
didate. 
The king of the north is not Antichrist. This title 
is not used of him in the context. Rome is not north 
of Palestine. 
Some believe that this king of the north is Russia. 
The king of the north has chariots, horsemen, and 
many ships, but such is not said of the king of the 
south. This is true today of Russia in comparison 
with the Arab nations. This could be Ezekiel 38-39. 
The Antichrist will emerge victorious in the battle 
with the king of the south and the king of the north. 
He will "pass through" Palestine after overflowing it 
on his way south to Egypt. 

2. He will attack Palestine and other countries (v. 41). This 
battle may last until the end of the tribulation into the 
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Battle of Armageddon (Rev. 16:16). Zechariah 14:2 speaks 
of the fall of Jerusalem. This may be when the Antichrist 
breaks the covenant with Israel (Dan. 9:27). Edom, Moab, 
and the chief of the children of Ammon are three countries 
southeast of Palestine. Today Jordan would not be attacked. 

3. Egypt, having been already defeated in a former battle, is 
now occupied and spoiled by Antichrist (v. 42). 

4. Egypt, the Libyans, and the Ethiopians will have been de
feated and are now occupied. Libya and Ethiopia are both 
mentioned as allies of Russia (Ezek. 38:5). 

XVI. THE FINAL BATTLE (11:44-45). 

1. The rumors from the east and the north (v. 44). Those from 
the east is the kings of the Orient with 200,000,000 soldiers 
(Rev. 9:16; 16:12). The tidings out of the north is the 
invasion of Russia and her allies (Ezek. 38-39). He shall 
prepare to defend himself and to take many prisoners. 

2. Antichrist is destroyed between the Mediterranean and Dead 
Seas (v. 45). 

(1) To plant the tabernacles of his palace, indicates the 
complete subjugation of the land of Palestine. This 
will be the base of his operations. 

(2) Zechariah puts the Antichrist in Jerusalem when Jesus 
returns (Zech. 14:2) where he has murdered two-thirds 
of the Jews (Zech. 13:8-9). 

(3) Antichrist, having brought Israel to her knees, will 
come to the end of his power and life. See Joel 3:2,12. 

(4) No one can help the Antichrist who must face Christ. 
Not even Satan can help him! 
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THE BOOK OF DANIEL 

Chapter Twelve 
-----

---------- There is no need of a chapter division between chapter 11 and 
chapter 12. The message of the angel to Daniel continues without 
a break from 10:20 through 12:4. 

I. THE GREAT TRIBULATION (12:1). 

1. "At that time" would be better translated "During that time." 
This means during the time when the wilful king rules (11: 
35,40). This is the time of the end (11:40). Jesus puts 
this verse in the Great Tribulation (Matt. 24:21-22). 

2. This is the time when Christ is ready to come and end the 
world's greatest trouble. Attention turns from political 
events to the people of Israel. This period does not fol
low the demise of Antichrist (11:45). but it will be the 
same period in which he is active. 

3. Michael---the archangel who has the special responsibility 
of protecting Israel (Jude 9) against Satan and Antichrist 
(Rev. 12:7-9). He is mentioned three times in Daniel (10: 
13;21; 12:1). The work of Michael in Daniel 12 must fol
low the war in Heaven in Revelation 12. 

4. "Which standeth for the children of thy people" that is, 
which stands up in defense of Israel. In the Hebrew it 
literally reads: "the one standing over the sons of your 
people." 

5. "A time of trouble, such as never was since there was a 
nation even to that same time"---the Great Tribulation 
(Deut. 4:30; Jer. 30:7; Matt. 24:21-22; Ezek. 20:34-38; 
Zech. 13:8-9; Mal. 3:1-3). The details of this is given 
in Revelation 12:1-19:21. Compare with Exodus 9:18,24. 

6. "At that time thy people shall be delivered"---the Israel
ites (Jer. 30:7,11; Rev. 12:6-17). 

7. "Every one that shall be found written in the book"---the 
Book of Life which contains the names of all of God's elect 
(Ex. 32:32; Ps. 69:28; Luke 10:20; Rev. 20:12). Not all 
the people of Israel will be delivered. The unbelievers 
will be excluded (Ezek. 20:33-38). Others will die in 
the tribulation (Zech. 13:8-9). Other Israelites are 
sealed for earthly preservation (Rev. 7:1-8) and are 
ready for the return of Christ (Zech. 12:10). Daniel 
speaks of all elect Israel (Rom. 9:6; 11:7,25-26), not 
every Israelite after the flesh. Antichrist is a Jew. 

II. THE RESURRECTION OF THE TRIBULATION SAINTS (12:2). 

1. Some make this an awakening from spiritual death, but this 
cannot be so for some go to everlasting shame and contempt. 
Others make it the awakening of the Jews from their sleep 
among the nations of the world. The idea of a national 
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resurrection -i-s not- in the context. Thi-s is also to em
ploy the non-literal method of interpreting prophecy. 

2. This is a resurrection from physical death of people who 
are in the dust of the ground. These raised are the right
eous Israelites who died under the reign of Antichrist. 
It is the same resurrection as the one in Revelation 20:1-6. 

~=----:---:--:;--:;--~;;---------,;--:------;;---,--;;-~ -- --- --
3. Amillennial expositors take the meaning of the repeated use 

of the demonstrative pronoun "these" to be that each refers 
to a portion of the "many" who are raised from the dead, 
yielding the thought of a double resurrection at the same 
time of both righteous and wicked. This cannot be reconcil
ed with Revelation 20:4-6,12-15. 

4. The first "these" refers to all of the "many" raised im
mediately after the Great Tribulation, and the second to 
"others," who will be raised following the Millennium, a 
time when the unrighteous shall be raised to everlasting 
shame and contempt. 

5. Tregelles and earlier Jewish commentators translated verse 
2: "And many from among the sleepers of the dust of the 
earth shall awake; these shall be to everlasting life; but 
those, the rest of the sleepers, those who do not awake at 
this time, shall be unto shame and everlasting contempt." 

6. The word "many" is used instead of the word "all," suggest 
the reference is not to all who died. Amillennialists have 
difficulty in explaining the word "many" here. Many is a 
great multitude, but it does not mean all will rise at the 
same time. 

7. Will these tribulation saints be only Israelites? Will all 
dead Israelites be raised at the end of the Great Tribula
tion? Those in this resurrection includes dead Gentiles 
who were killed by Antichrist as well as Israelites (Rev. 
7:9-17; 20:4-6). All the dead saints will be raised at 
the rapture, for the Old Testament saints were in Christ 
(I Cor. 15:23; I Thess. 4:14,16). The resurrection in 
Daniel 12:2 and Revelation 20:4-6 is a resurrection of 
tribulation martyrs only. No one is translated, for the 
living righteous enter the kingdom age (Matt. 25:31-46). 
Also note that Micheal, the prince of Israel, is mentioned 
at the Rapture (I Thess. 4:13-18), showing the Israelites 
are in the Rapture. 

III. THE REWARD OF THE WISE (12:3). 

1. The wise are wise in spiritual things---wise unto salvation 
(II Tim. 3:15; Prov. 11:30). They have come to see their 
condition by nature, the insufficiency of their own right
eousness. 

2. They are wise in that they have understanding of the times 
(I Chron. 12:32). Many Israelites will come to understand 
the Old Testament better. 

3. They possess everlasting life (12:2) and are glorified to
gether with Christ. They are used of the Lord to turn many 
to free justification by the righteousness of Christ (11: 
33,35; Matt. 24:14; Isa. 66:19). 
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IV. 

4. They shall shine-like astai in the vastness of space in 
resurrection glory (I Cor. 15:41-42; Matt. 13:41-43; 16:28; 
17:1-2). The duration of this shining is for eternity. 

5. There is no punishment of the wicked mentioned here, show
ing the wicked are raised later as seen in Revelation 20: 
4-5. 

THE SEALED BOOK (12:4). 
1. This command differs from John's (Rev. 22:10). 

Daniel is especially sealed to the Jews (Matt. 
Cor. 3:14-16), but not to Christians. It will 
them in the time of the end. 

The Book of 
13:10-15; II 
be revealed to 

2. The command to shut up means either to hide or to pres~~ye~ 
The word for "seal" means "to close securely," particularly 
with an authenticating stamp. See also 8:26. 

3. The meaning may be that the contents would be sealed until 
the time of the end, or that the book would be kept safely 
for reading by the people. I believe the first meaning is 
to be preferred. In the last few years we have experienced 
the unsealing of the Book of Daniel as never before. 

4. The words "many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be 
increased" may indicate an increase in speed and travel (Amos 
8:12). This meaning is most unlikely due to the context. 

5. A better interpretation is that the Israelites would run 
to and fro in the world. Or, better still that God's people 
would run to and fro in their desire of knowledge of the 
last things, and, finding it in the Book of Daniel, their 
knowledge would increase. 

V. THE LENGTH OF THIS TIME OF TROUBLE (12:5-8). 

1. Two more angels appear on the banks of the Trigris River 
(vv. 5; 10:4). This is quiet parallel to that in Daniel's 
second vision (8:13-16). The angels are interested in the 
affairs of men (I Peter 1:12). These are inferior angels 
to the glorious speaker of this extended revelation. 

2. The angels coverse with each other (v. 6). 

(1) The man clothed in linen is the one in 10:5-6. 
(2) This glorious angel is seen above the waters of the 

river between the two angels on each bank. His stand
ing over speaks of his position and power over natural 
laws. 

(3) The question was: "How long until the end of the wonders?" 
The reference is to the unique, oppressive actions of 
Antichrist against Daniel's people. 

(4) This question does not concern all the time from Daniel's 
day and following, but only the end of the seven-year 
tribulation. It conerns "the end of these wonders," 
not the time until that end. 

3. The last three and a half years of the tribulation (v. 7). 
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I .· 

(1) Two witnesses establish a point (Deut. 19:15; 31:28) 
(2) The raising of the hand to Heaven indicate the solemity 

of the oath (Deut. 32:40). Normally only one hand was 
raised (Gen. 14:22). The raising of both indicates 
sp~cJal stress to this end. 

(3) Compare with Revelation 10:1-6. 
(4) Him that liveth for ever is God (4:34; I Tim. 6:16). 
(5) The chronological answer: "time, times, and an half." 

This is three and a half years of 360 days, or 42 months, 
or 1260 days. This is the length of time Antichrist or 
the Little Horn will pursue his anti-Jewish activities. 
(7:25). 

(6) "The power of the holy people" refers to the Jews who 
were chosen to be a holy people (Deut. 7:6) and whose 
power will be broken the last half of the week. He 
will break the power of their self-sufficiency and make 
them willing to recieve their Messiah. This is the 
finishing of the transgression in 9:24. 

4. Daniel's question (v. 8). 

(1) Daniel lacked understanding of that which had been spoken. 
(2) His question was: "What is the latter end of these?" The 

question here is "what" and not "how long" as in verse 
6. It concerns the latter time, not just the end .• - Dan
iel was puzzled as to the degree of severity of this 
trouble, especially at its climax. How would the Jews 
be delivered from Antichrist's power' (12:1; 7:26-27)? 

VI. THE CONCLUDING EXPLANATION OF THE ANGEL (12:9-13). 

1. The revelation would be understood in the time of the end 
(v. 9; 9:24) . 

(1) Daniel does not need to be concerned with this inquiry. 
These matters were sealed and would be revealed later. 

(2) We sometimes want to know more about the end of time 
than God has revealed (Acts 1:6-7). 

2. The twofold results of the time of the end (v. 10). 

(1) The purification of the saints (11:35; Zech. 13:9). 
These are those who will be turned to righteousness in 
12:3. This may be the 144,000 (Rev. 7:1-8; 14:1-5). 

(2) Other Jews of this time will not experience this clean~ 
sing. Rather, the last three and a half years will man
fest the true character of the wickedness of the human 

. heart. 
(3) The wise unto salvation understand Daniel's prophecy 

(12:3-4) and why they have suffered under Antichrist. 

3. The 1290 days---the time from the taking away of the daily 
sacrifice to the time of the end (v. 11). 

(1) This is the time that the Antichrist takes away the 
daily sacrifice in the restored Temple (8:11; 11:31; 9: 
27). 
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{2) 

4. The 
(v. 

(1) 

What about the thirty -ad-ditional -days? These are r{ter
al days---1260 + 30. The thirty days probably inc~udes 
the judgment of Israel (Ezek. 20:33-44) when the wlcked 
or rebels are purged out and the judgment of the Gentile 
nations (Matt. 25:31-46). 

blessing of waiting until the end of the 1335 days 
12). 

To wait here means to wait earnestly. The idea is 
that the one who waits earnestly will be blessed in 
that he will attain to the 1335 days. 

(2) This period is 45 days longer than the one in verse 
11 and 75 longer than the duration of the last half 
of the tribulation week. 

(3) In chapter 8:13-14 we had 2300 days. Each of these 
extend beyond the 1260 days of the 70th week. The 
2300 goes 1040 beyond, 1290 goes 30 days beyond, and 
the 1335 goes 75 days beyond 

(4) The use of the word blessed proves that there is some
thing desirable and good about this 1335 days. This 
will no doubt be the blessings of the Millennial King
dom. 

~ Some of this time may be needed for the judgment of 
Israel and the Gentiles, the building of the Millennial 
Temple, the setting up of the government for the rule 
of Christ, the burying of the dead following the battle 
of Armageddon, and the establishment of the border of 
Israel (from the River of Egypt to the Euphrates, Gen. 
15:18). 

-~ Those Israelites judged worthy to enter into the king
dom shall be exceedingly blessed of God. 

5. The last words to Daniel (v. 13). 

(1) "But go thou thy way till the end." This means go on 
living until your death, or cease being anxious con
cerning these matters, Daniel, but be satisfied with 
what you do understand, for as long as you live. 

(2) Daniel was to rest in death (Job 3:17-18; Rev. 14:13; 
Isa. 57:2). He was over 90 years old. God told him 
to go home and wait the summons of death. 

(3) To stand or rise points to the resurrection. He would 
have a part in the resurrection. In other words, rest 
and one day rise again! 

(4) The "lot" mentioned here means the inheritance (Judg. 
1:3; Col. 1:12). This is the inheritance lot of the 
saints---their inheritance in the kingdom of Christ. 

(5) "The end of days" points to the days dealt with in this 
context.· All the saints will inherit the kingdom of 
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God when the rule of Christ comes to earth. They will 
enjoy their inheritance lot in the blessedness of the 
kingdom age (Matt. 25:34; II Peter 1:11). 
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